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1 MEMBERSIN ATTENDANCE 1 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, Chairman Webster. I'm
2 SENATORALEX DIAZ DE LA PORTILLA 2 Johnny Byrd, State Representative from House District 62.
3 SENATORDARYL L. JONES 3 And I'm aso the Chairman of the House of Representatives
4 SENATOR KENDRICK B. MEEK 4 Redistricting and Procedural Council. It'saso my
5 SENATOR DEBBIE WASSERMAN-SCHULTZ 5 pleasure to welcome you to this public hearing. It's one
6 SENATOR DANIEL WEBSTER 6 of over 20 to be held throughout the State of Florida
7 REPRESENTATIVE RANDY JOHN BALL 7 First | would like to explain the procedure or the way
8 REPRESENTATIVE DOROTHY BENDROSS-MINDINGALL 8 that we will conduct ourselves throughout this public
9 REPRESENTATIVE ANNIE BETANCOURT 9 hearing. Thisisa public hearing, the sole and only
10 REPRESENTATIVE PHILLIPJ. BRUTUS 10 purpose of this hearing isto hear from the public on
11 REPRESENTATIVE JOHNNIEB. BYRD, R 11 matters of redistricting. Itisnot alegidative
12 REPRESENTATIVE JOYCE CUSACK 12 committee meeting and we will not be taking any type of
13 REPRESENTATIVE RENE GARCIA 13 legidative action in this or any subsequent public
14 REPRESENTATIVE DAN GELBER 14 hearing, instead today thisis the public's forum where we
15 REPRESENTATIVE WILBERT HOLLOWAY 15 will have the opportunity to receive citizen input about
16 REPRESENTATIVE BRUCEKYLE 16 your electoral districts.
17 REPRESENTATIVE JERRY G. MELVIN 17 It's not the time for legidative debate. All of the
18 REPRESENTATIVE MITCH NEEDELMAN 18 Representatives and Senators will have numerous
19 REPRESENTATIVE MACRO RUBIO 19 opportunitiesin subsequent committee hearings and floor
20 REPRESENTATIVE TIMOTHY M. RYAN 20 debates to address al of the member's concerns or wishes.
21 REPRESENTATIVE JOHN P. SEILER 21 Today, however, isfor our condtituents. We must not
22 REPRESENTATIVE ELEANOR SOBEL 22 diminish your voice by taking up your valuable time today
23 REPRESENTATIVE FREDERICA S. WILSON 23 in debate. Following my remarks our legal counsel will
24 24 give agenera overview of the legal considerations of
25 25 redistricting and then our staff will provide some specific
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1 PROCEEDINGS 1 information about the 2000 Census in this region and for
2 CHAIRMAN BYRD: The meseting will cometo order. Thank 2 the entire state. The rest of the time today is reserved
3 you for coming today. At thistime, ladies and gentlemen, 3 for you, the citizens.
4 I would like to recognize Principal Samuel L. Johnson. 4 Every ten years after the completion of the National
5 Principal Johnson, you are recognized to introduce the 5 Census, the Congtitution requires that the Florida
6 Color Guard and to do the National Anthem. You are 6 Legidature redraw the boundaries of the districts of the
7 recognized. 7 Florida House, the Florida Senate, and Florida's
8 PRINCIPAL JOHNSON: Good afternoon. Thank you all for 8 Congressional Digtricts. The Legidature will take up this
9 coming. At thistime we will have the Presentation of 9 task in the next legidative session beginning January the
10 Colors by the Miami Central Junior ROTC and the Pledge of 10 22nd, 2002, and ending on March 22nd, 2002. The districts
11 Allegiance immediately followed by the National Anthem. 11 we draw will first be used in the eectionsin the fall
12 (Performance by Miami Central High School.) 12 of 2002.
13 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: Good afternoon, welcome to the 13 Redidtricting is a centra element of our
14 public hearing. I'm Daniel Webster, Chairman of the Senate 14 representative democracy. We take thistask on with
15 Redistricting Committee. It's my pleasure to welcome you 15 humility and due regard for the importance and the
16 this afternoon. Senators and Representatives are here to 16 difficulty of the job. We are committed that the process
17 listen to you, the residentsiin this area, and consider 17 will be fair, open and inclusive. These public hearings
18 your input in this very important process of redistricting. 18 represent a crucid first step in this process. We
19 Since these are joint meetings we have divided our 19 appreciate that we are about doing the work of the people.
20 responsibilities throughout the many public hearings that 20 We want to hear from you and help you participate in a
21 we will be holding around the state in the next several 21 meaningful way in the process.
22 weeks. It'smy pleasure at this time to introduce 22 To encourage public participation House Speaker Tom
23 Representative Johnnie Byrd who is Chairman of the House 23 Feeney and Senate President John McKay have scheduled these
24 Procedural and Redistricting Council. Chairman Byrd will 24 public hearings throughout the state. All members of the
25 preside over today's hearing. Chairman Byrd. 25 Legidature's Redistricting Committees, aswell asthe
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1 local delegation members, have been invited to these public 1 comprehensive or complete review of the issues related to
2 hearings. This hearings will also be taped so they can be 2 the topic, but it isintended to give al of you an
3 made available to al members of the Legidature. The 3 introduction to the basic principles and constraints that
4 House and the Senate have designed web sites as atool for 4 will guide the decision-making of our State Legidature as
5 the public and will broadcast select hearings on Florida's 5 it proceeds with this very important task.
6 public television stations. 6 The task of reapportionment and redistricting is the
7 The web addresses for the House and Senate legidative 7 process of dividing residents of ajurisdiction, in this
8 redistricting are available at the sgn-intable. A link 8 case, the residents of the entire State of Florida, into
9 will aso be available from the Florida legidative web 9 different electoral sests or districts. Reapportionment
10 ste. Theredistricting plan for the State House and the 10 and redistricting are constitutional requirements and both
11 State Senate will be passed in the form of ajoint 11 the Florida Constitution and the United States Constitution
12 resolution which will not be subject to the Governor's 12 requires this process to commence every ten years after the
13 approva or veto, but will be subject to the review of the 13 census.
14 Florida Supreme Court. 14 Because of Floridas population increase over the last
15 The plan determining Congressional Districts will not 15 ten years Floridawill have two additional membersin the
16 be reviewed by the Florida Supreme Court, but will be 16 United States Congress, atotal of 25 seats. Therefore,
17 subject to the Governor's approva or veto. | encourage 17 with regards to Congressiond Districting, the State
18 everyone to carefully review the 2000 Census. It isthe 18 Legidature will need to create 25 separate, contiguous
19 essential building block on which Florida's redistricting 19 districts to cover the entire state, one for each of those
20 planswill be built. The United States Census web siteis 20 members of Congress.
21 aso available at the sign-in table. 21 The Legidature will also need to divide the state
22 We are here to listen and to consider your voice. We 22 into 40 State Senate Didtricts and 120 State House of
23 encourage each member of the public to testify and to help 23 Representative Districts. Although the Legislature may, if
24 us craft your legidative digtricts. We also encourage 24 they choose, reduce the number of State Senate and House
25 written submissions in addition to your public hearing. 25 Didtricts to as low as 30 and 80, respectively.
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1 Everyone who wishes to speak must be sureto fill out a 1 The Florida Congtitution also requires that State
2 speaker's card, like this one, everyone that wishesto 2 House and State Senate Districts be consecutively numbered
3 speak must fill out a speaker's card. That isthe only way 3 and, quote, either contiguous, overlapping or of identical
4 we will know who wishes to speak, and after the hearing, 4 territory. Commencing with this public hearing process the
5 who actually did speak. These cards are available at the 5 Stete Legidature will begin considering the opinion of
6 sign-intable. 6 Floridas citizens. Then legidative committees will
7 In addition, because we want to hear from as many 7 convene thisfall, and beginning in January the full
8 people as possible, we must limit your comments to four 8 Legidature will begin the process of developing and
9 minutes. On behalf of House Speaker Tom Feeney, Senate 9 considering different districting plans. Theregular
10 President John McKay and the members of the Florida 10 session ends in March 2002.
11 Legidature, | look forward to working with you on this 11 Although the legidative process can be concluded in
12 historic and important task. 12 the regular on for redistricting, the Congtitution
13 At thistime | would like to recognize Attorney 13 does provide for additional sessions and review processes
14 Richard Perez. Heisamember of the House legal team. 14 in the event that the work of the Legidature on
15 Attorney Perez will give a brief legal presentation. You 15 redistricting is not completed within the regular session.
16 are recognized, Mr. Perez. 16 For example, the Florida Constitution requires the Governor
17 MR. PEREZ: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. For the record, 17 to reconvene the Legidature in a specia session in the
18 again, my nameis Richard A. Perez and | am counsdl to the 18 event that redistricting plans are not adopted in the
19 Florida House of Representatives for reapportionment and 19 regular session. This special on on redigtricting
20 redistricting matters. | am here together with my 20 shall not exceed 30 consecutive days.
21 colleague Senator Jim Scott who is counsd to the Florida 21 From here the processes becomes a little more tedious
22 Senate. | will be giving you a brief overview of the law 22 and technical, but let me attempt to explain them by
23 regarding reapportionment and redistricting for the benefit 23 talking about the Congressiona process first and then the
24 of the members as well asthe public. 24 Stete legidative process. I, during the regular on
25 This presentation is by no means intended to be a 25 reapportionment plans are adopted by the Legidature for
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1 Congress, the Governor has the opportunity to approve or 1 principle generally stands for the proposition that each
2 veto the adopted plans. Under Section 5 of the Voting 2 person's vote should count as much as anyone else's vote.
3 Rights Act, which we will addressin alittle bit more 3 In the context of redistricting, this principle was
4 detail alittle later on, the Justice Department or the 4 used to defest the practice of several statesin
5 United States Federal District Court for the District of 5 maintaining districts for legidative offices that were
6 Columbia must also review certain parts of theplanina 6 substantialy different in population. The Supreme Court
7 process known as preclearance. 7 concluded that significant disparitiesin district
8 Now, with respect to the State House and Senate sests, 8 populations resulted in each vote in the district with
9 if the Legidature adopts redistricting plans, then 15 days 9 smaller populations actually carrying more weight than the
10 after passage the Florida Attorney General isrequired to 10 vote of those in larger districts.
11 petition the Florida Supreme Court for a determination of 11 In effect, the one person, one vote standard forbids
12 the validity of the Legidature'splan. If the Florida 12 major disparitiesin the creation of congressiona and
13 Supreme Court declares the Legidature's plan to be 13 state legidative plans.
14 invalid, then the Constitution mandates that within five 14 For Congressional Didtricts, the courts have
15 days of such determination the Governor must reconvene the 15 instituted the strictest standard. As arule of thumb,
16 Legidature in an extraordinary session of no more than 15 16 population among different districtsin one state should be
17 days, at which session the Legislature adopts ajoint 17 substantialy lessthan 1 percent overall deviation.
18 resolution conforming to the judgment of the Florida 18 Deviation is analyzed based on the concept of idesl
19 Supreme Court. 19 digtrict sze. For example, in the case of Florida, if you
20 Assuming, and again, it isalittle tedious and a 20 take the state's total population and divide it by 25
21 little complicated, assuming the regular and specia 21 Congressional Didtricts the resulting number would be the
22 sessions end without the adoption of aplan, of a 22 ideal size for each digtrict in the state.
23 redistricting plan for the State Legidature, the Attorney 23 Congressional Districts should then be drawn to be
24 General must petition the Florida Supreme Court to commence 24 well within 1 percent of thisideal number. For State
25 ddliberations on the establishment of aredistricting plan. 25 Legidative Digtricts the Courts have permitted a greater
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1 In other words, the Florida Supreme Court has a chance to 1 deviation among districts and courts have accepted
2 draw plans. 2 differences between districts of up to 10 percent total
3 And within 60 days of this petition, a Florida Supreme 3 deviation under certain circumstances.
4 Court must file an order setting forth the plan that they 4 Other important standards that factor into the
5 creste. Aswith congressional redistricting, there must be 5 Legidature's consideration are set forth in the Voting
6 a preclearance analysis on selected portions of Florida's 6 Rights Act and the Equal Protection Clause and the United
7 plan for the state legidative plans. 7 States Condtitution. Section Two of the Voting Rights Act
8 In effect, to recap, again this somewhat complicated 8 prohibits any practice or procedure including certain
9 and tedious process, there are two different processes. 9 redistricting practices that impair the ability of a
10 With respect to congressiona redistricting, the Governor 10 minority community to elect candidates of choice on an
11 is powered by the Congtitution to sign or veto the bill, 11 equa basis with nonminority voters.
12 subject, of course, to legidative override. And with 12 Another section of the Voting Rights Act, Section 5,
13 respect to state redistricting, it is the State Supreme 13 appliesto certain jurisdictions that have previousy met
14 Court and not the Governor that will review the plan and 14 the criteriafor this type of review. The courts have
15 determineits validity. 15 stated that Section 2 and Section 5 of the Voting Rights
16 Now, let'stalk alittle bit about redistricting 16 Act entail adifferent process of analysis. Under
17 principles. Those are what we had talked about were the 17 Section 5, covered jurisdictions are required to submit any
18 framework, legal framework for adopting aplan. In 18 proposed change to their practices or procedures affecting
19 adopting aredistricting plan the Legidature will be 19 voting, including any changesto election districts
20 guided by severd factors. The principle of one person, 20 resulting from redigtricting for approval by either the
21 one vote and the requirements of the United States 21 Attorney General of the United States or the Federal
22 Constitution and Federal Statutes. 22 District Court of the District of Columbia. And this must
23 The principle commonly referred to as one person, one 23 be done prior to implementation.
24 vote developed from a series of landmark United States 24 This process as we have discussed previoudly is known
25 Supreme Court casesin the 1960s is the principle. This 25 aspreclearance. And in Floridathe covered jurisdictions,
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1 in other words, the jurisdictions that need the approval of 1 in Floridafor a county over the past ten years at 73.6
2 the Attorney Genera or the Federal District Court are 2 percent. Thetop five countiesin terms of percentage rate
3 Collier, Hardee, Hendry, Hillsborough and Monroe counties. 3 of growth over the past ten years are Flagler, Sumter,
4 The vast majority of preclearance requests are made 4 Collier, Wakulla and Osceola.
5 directly to the United States Attorney General's Office. 5 Jacksonville remains Florida's most populous city with
6 Preclearance is obtained if the Attorney General 6 apopulation of over 735,000 people. Miami is number two
7 effectively indicates that the office has no objection to 7 at 362,470, and then Tampa, St. Petersburg, and Hialeah
8 the change or, if after the expiration of 60 days from 8 round out the top five.
9 submission, no objection to the submitted change has been 9 The minority population in the State of Florida, the
10 made by the Attorney General. Whether it is through the 10 African-American population for the State of Florida has
11 court proceeding or the administrative process through the 11 grown to over 2.3 million as aresult of the 2000 Census,
12 Attorney General's Office, the covered jurisdiction bears 12 which makes up 14.6 percent of the state's population. And
13 the burden of demonstrating that the proposed change, 13 the Hispanic population in the State of Floridaisjust
14 quote, does not have the purpose and will not have the 14 under 2.7 million, or 16.8 percent of the state's
15 effect of denying or abridging the right to vote on account 15 population. And the Hispanic population has surpassed the
16 of race or color or membership in alanguage minority 16 African-American population as the largest minority in the
17 group. 17 State of Florida.
18 The analysis performed under Section 5 isaso at 18 The median age in Florida has risen over the past ten
19 times called a, quote, retrogression analysis. In 19 years from 36.3 yearsin 1990 to 38.7 yearsin the year
20 conclusion, Mr. Chairman, as some of you know, and as you 20 2000. Our aged 65-plus senior citizens, our most valuable
21 now know after hearing my presentation, the legal rules 21 asset herein Florida, there are now over 2.8 million
22 regarding the redistricting and reapportionment processes 22 Floridians aged 65 and above. And whilethisisan
23 are indeed complex. And this short presentation can only 23 increase of over 400,000 since 1990, the actua percent of
24 provide very general guidance on some of the delicate legal 24 the population aged 65 and above has decreased from 18.3 to
25 issues that will apply to the process, some of which have 25 17.6 percent.
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1 frankly not been fully decided by the Courts. 1 As Mr. Perez touched upon, each district will have an
2 Mr. Chairman, on behalf of my Senate colleagues and 2 ideal population. Based on 120 State House Districts, an
3 the House legal team, we thank you for this opportunity to 3 ideal population would be about 133,000 people per
4 make this presentation. 4 district. For 40 State Senate Districts, that would be
5 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, Attorney Perez. At this 5 about 400,000 people per district. And for 25
6 time, 1 would like to recognize Todd Thompson of the House 6 Congressional Didtricts, an idedl district would have
7 Redistricting Committee to make a brief presentation on 7 639,295 people.
8 some of the information from the 2000 Census that we will 8 Now I'll give you some population numbers for the
9 be looking at throughout the process. Y ou are recognized. 9 Miami-Dade County area. According to the 2000 Census, once
10 MR. THOMSON: Thank you. Asthe Chairman said, I'm 10 again, Miami-Dade County's population isjust over 2 and a
11 going to give a brief census overview for the State of 11 quarter million people. Thisisa16.3 percent increase
12 Florida and then some specific numbers for the Miami-Dade 12 over the 1990 population, and Miami's city population, once
13 County area. Florida's population has grown greatly over 13 again, isjust over 362,000. Monroe County to the south,
14 the past ten years. Our population as a result of the 2000 14 according to the 2000 Census, the population is 79,589.
15 Censusisjust under 16 million people and thisis growth 15 Thisisonly a2 percent increase over 1990, and Monroe
16 of just over 3 million people from the 1990 census. And 16 County is the dowest rate of growth for a county in the
17 Florida grew at arate of 23 and a-half percent. Asa 17 State of Florida.
18 result of this growth, Florida has gained two new 18 And Broward County to our north has a population of
19 congressional seats for atotal now of 25. 19 over 1.6 million people, according to the 2000 Census, and
20 Miami-Dade County remains Florida's most populous 20 thisisan increase of 29.3 percent over 1990. You can
21 county with a population of just over 2.25 million people. 21 find all of thisinformation and more at the House and
22 Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Hillshorough and Pindllas 22 Senate redigtricting web sites which you will find the
23 are the five most populous counties in the State of 23 addresses for these and the information in the back. Thank
24 Florida 24 you, Mr. Chairman.
25 Flagler County experienced the fastest rate of growth 25 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, Mr. Thomson. Ladiesand
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1 gentlemen, as | stated earlier, we will be using the 1 our students hold jobs. We aso graduate more Hispanics
2 speaker cards to call upon members of the audience who 2 and African-Americans than any other college or university
3 would like to provide us with comments. If there's anyone 3 in this United States. Three of our campuses, our three
4 else who hasn't filled out a card who wishes to speak, 4 largest campuses, are within Congressional District 17,
5 please go to the sign-in table and complete acard. And 5 which means that the mgjority of our students reside and
6 please remember that, to be fair to the other speskers 6 work within this district. So, we, of course, are very
7 today, that you limit your comments to four minutes. And 7 interested in the affairs within this district and your
8 what well do iswhen you have about 30 seconds left well 8 work.
9 let you know that you have about 30 seconds left. 9 Our ability to serve this community, to serve our
10 Of course, anybody that wants to submit something in 10 students and to work on behaf of economic development of
11 writing, you are welcome to do that. And what I'll do now 11 the various areas that are within the district is very much
12 isbegin to cal up the speakers. And if you will look in 12 tied to one name, and that name is Congresswoman Carrie
13 your pink dip thereisanumber in the bottom right and we 13 Meek. | couldn't say enough to you today, but you probably
14 are going to go in the order in which you signed up. So, 14 aready know, Congresswoman Carrie Meek is a people's
15 we'll start out with Card Number 1. Card Number 1. 15 champion. And through her work in Congress, because of our
16 Welcome to the public hearing. 16 diversity, because of the large extent of the district, we
17 MR. CLARK: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, and members 17 have been able to work hand-in-hand with our Congresswoman
18 of the committee, I'm Wallace Clark, executive director of 18 inall issues related to serving our community, whether
19 anonprofit crime prevention organization called Mad Dads 19 it's economic development, housing, transportation,
20 herein Miami-Dade. We operate in State Senate District 20 immigration, but most importantly, issues of equal access
21 36, House Districts 104 and 109. 21 and equal opportunity for educational purposes.
22 The districts that are -- the communities that are 22 Having one representative for our service area has
23 included in these districts currently have three primary, 23 alowed us to have integrated planning and support and a
24 common interests, and that's quality education, community 24 holistic and comprehensive approach to serving our
25 development and crime prevention. It would bein the best 25 community; therefore, we are very concerned and very
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1 interest of these comparable communities to continue to 1 interested in keeping the uniformity that now represents
2 receive representation by incumbents who clearly understand 2 this district so we can better serve the people. Thank you
3 the residents and businesses in the communities of these 3 very much and God bless.
4 districts. Sharing the same characteristics, | urge you to 4 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 3. Number 3.
5 maintain the existing district configuration to the extent 5 MR. YAP: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, distinguished
6 possible. Finally, in closing, | invite the committee to 6 representetives. My nameisL. George Yap, | am acitizen
7 return to our community to present the final district maps 7 of this great country, United States of Americaand
8 for our review and comment. Thank you. 8 Dade-County for the last 26 years. | am president and
9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 2. Welcome. 9 owner of acompany known as LEASA Industries located in on
10 MR. PADRON: Good afternoon, Chairman Byrd, and 10 e of the most beautiful and peaceful citiesin Miami known
11 distinguished members of the state delegation who are here. 11 as Liberty City, Dade County. The company that | runisa
12 My name is Eduardo Padron. I'm president of Miami-Dade 12 food-manufacturing company. It's not the food that we
13 Community College. And I'm here today to advocate for 13 manufacturer, it is the people who work for us. The
14 keeping digtrict, Congressional District 17, very much as 14 workers consist of 95 percent African-American, who are
15 it presently is. And let metell you why. It'sal about 15 mothers on welfare, food stamp collectors, school dropouts,
16 demographics and it's al about not disenfranchising people 16 drug addicts, drug dedlers, ex-offenders. These people
17 from the political process. Perhapsif | tell you very 17 given asecond chancein life | work with are some of the
18 briefly about our ingtitution | will make my point clear. 18 best workers any company could hire.
19 We are the largest community college in America, serving 19 All I have done was made possible by people who care,
20 about 140,000 students. Eighty-two percent of those 20 such asmy wife Inez and my family. And, especialy, the
21 students come from minority groups. We enroll more 21 Honorable Congresswoman Carrie Meek and her son, Kendrick
22 Hispanics and African-Americans than any other college or 22 Meek, and Commissioner Rubio. These are afew of the
23 university in this great United States of America. 23 beautiful people who have made it possible for my company
24 It is aso the college of the working force. The 24 to start back in the inner-city. And | must give specia
25 average age of our student body is28. And 75 percent of 25 thanks to Congresswoman Carrie Meek for the many wonderful
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1 things she has done for the poor, underprivileged people. 1 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Beforewe go to Spesker
2 She's made economic development possible in the inner-city 2 Number 5, members of the audience, we do have interpreters
3 most depressed inner-city of Dade County such as Liberty 3 available here today to assist anyone who wishes to address
4 City, Overtown, Opa Locka, Homestead, Allapattah. 4 the public hearing, so we have interpreters available if
5 Congresswoman Meek implements Miami-Dade county, and 5 that would assist anyone. Also, let me remind you to make
6 many family from District 17 will benefit from the 6 surethat your cell phone and pagers are on silent mode.
7 development, please do not take away, divide up the 7 You arerecognized. You are Number 5?
8 Didtrict 17, let the people who have been waiting a 8 MS. ESTIME-THOMPSON: Number 5, yes, | am.
9 lifetime to sharein this good life and wonderful things 9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you.
10 that is about to happen. Because of Congresswoman Carrie 10 MS. ESTIME-THOMPSON: Thank you very much. My nameis
11 Meek, my companies are now expanding, building (inaudible) 11 Marie Estime-Thompson and | am a Haitian-American. | spesk
12 and now spending $5 million to build a new manufacturing 12 to you this afternoon on behalf of the Haitian Lawyers
13 plant in Liberty City which employs over 100 more peoplein 13 Association. And | would liketo thank you &l for giving
14 the year 2002. This was made possible by Congresswoman 14 me an opportunity to spesk on thisissue of redigtricting.
15 Meek. There are many more companies that is coming into 15 I would first like to thank all of the friends of the
16 the inner-city to establish new business, creating jobs for 16 Haitian community, both on acongressiona level and the
17 people who have never had ajob before. 17 state level for their past and ongoing support of the
18 I'm now pleading with you once again, please do not 18 Haitian community.
19 divide up Digtrict 17, let the people who have waited a 19 And | would aso like to acknowledge that Haitians,
20 lifetime to benefit from this coming good life that is 20 African-Americans, the Hispanic communities. For the most
21 coming to them. God blessy'al and God Bless America 21 part they al share common concerns and shared the same
22 Thank you very much. 22 barriers with respect to education, health care, adequate
23 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 4. Number 4. 23 representation and the like. However, the issues
24 MR. PARRISH: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, and 24 addressing language, culture, and immigration ought to be
25 members of the committee. Giving God the glory, I'm glad 25 identified and distinguished as to benefit each community.
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675 DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675
Page 23 Page 25
1 to be here, thank God for this opportunity. | cameasa 1 And today | am here to spesk on behaf of the Haitian
2 volunteer to speak as a descendent of an African that was 2 community. Apparently by looking at the last census and
3 forced into davery. Now | stand October the 2nd, 2001, in 3 addressing the fact that a designation of Haitian ethnicity
4 the new millennium, and I'm asking that when you start 4 was not included in the census, the Haitian community is
5 drawing your redistricting lines, that you protect our 5 not really recognized asaviable group. In fact, looking
6 incumbents so that we can rebuild Americaand let America 6 at the census, the Hispanic ethnicity was not only
7 grow from inside the inner-city so that the State of 7 mentioned but was even broken down further whereby one
8 Florida can show the entire nation that we can set an 8 could determine what type of Hispanics was filling out the
9 example to show the world that we can al do it together 9 form. For example, Cuban, Puerto Rican, et cetera.
10 with love and the grace of God, because | do believein 10 But in the African-American community, only the
11 Americaand | believe in the State of Florida, Dade County. 11 ethnicity of African-American was identified, without
12 And | pray that the inner-cities be blessed with more 12 breaking it down asin the Hispanic community. And asa
13 opportunities for the young blacks to have opportunity to 13 footnote, | would aso like to add that even in the voting
14 become, | would say, construction-job oriented, 14 rolls, the ethnicity of Haitian was excluded. And we are
15 intelligence, and | volunteered today to come up here and 15 requesting that this identification be replaced. And | say
16 speak as an individua from the inner-city. | grew up here 16 all of this, not because | want to cause adivision within
17 in Dade County. | have aso had the opportunity to 17 the African-American community, and of course, you know,
18 volunteer to inner-city gangs out in Los Angeles. So | 18 the Haitian community is a part of this African-American
19 fed that if you give the inner-cities an dternative, a 19 community, but rather because the Haitian-American
20 second chance, like the gentleman said earlier, to enhance 20 community is, in fact, aviable and a growing community.
21 and bring tourists into the inner-city, that we can have a 21 Not only do we contribute economically to this
22 great state to show the entire world so that when they do 22 community, but we are also politically motivated as
23 come to Dade County and South Florida they enjoy it and go 23 evidenced by our very first Haitian-American State
24 back and tell the rest of the world. Thank you and God 24 Representative. And we have also very recently elected our
25 bless each and every one. 25 first Haitian-American mayor to the North Miami council and
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1 have, in fact, been the controlling vote in North Miami. 1 joined here with two of my colleagues from the city
2 And there are many other communities where 2 commission, Vice Mayor Joseph Kelly, Commissioner Rose
3 Haitian-Americans are flourishing. 3 Tydus and two appointed officias, our city manager, Newell
4 Again, the Haitian community applauds and thanks its 4 Daughtry and our city clerk, Debralrby, and of course, we
5 support for the African-American community; however, the 5 have many of our residentsin the rear, if you could please
6 Haitian community has issues, concerns and voices that need 6 stand.
7 to be addressed and heard. 7 (Group stands.)
8 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Twenty seconds. 8 Asmayor of the City of OpaLocka, | can truly say
9 MS. ESTIME-THOMPSON: The Haitian community is 9 that I'm proud to serve the Opa Locka community, acity in
10 sufficiently large and geographically compact to constitute 10 which | was born and raised. The City of Opa Locka City
11 amgjority. The Haitian community is a politicaly 11 Commission wishes to expressits support of Congresswoman
12 cohesive group and the Haitian community would aways be 12 Carrie P. Meek for her dedication, commitment,
13 defeated and never have adequate representation if the 13 attentiveness, responsiveness to the various issues
14 lines are not strategically redrawn. And for the 14 affecting the City of Opa Locka, which includes funding for
15 aforementioned reasons stated above, we are respectfully 15 our wastewater and infrastructure problems, and designating
16 requesting that you hear our pleaand alow our voicesto 16 the Opa Locka Airport as part of the empowerment zone.
17 be heard. Thank you for your time and your consideration. 17 Prior to Congresswoman Carrie Meek being elected, the City
18 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 6. Number 6. 18 of Opa Locka was often overlooked and did not receive the
19 MR. MCARTHUR: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, and members 19 attention that other cities received. Oftentimes we felt
20 of the committee, my nameis Cyrus McArthur and I'm here to 20 left out. However, thanks to the effort of the
21 talk about the redistricting of our community. First of 21 Congresswoman, the City of Opa Locka no longer feels
22 al, let me say, | hope that each of you will be very 22 isolated and we commend her for that.
23 congiderate of al of our elected officias. Itistrue, 23 The 17th Congressiona District is acommunity of
24 Miami-Dade County population has increased and there'sa 24 interest, onein which local residents address common
25 need to make a change, but please don't draw the lines and 25 issues related to education concerns and environmental and
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1 chop up our community and decrease our elected officials. 1 economic development concerns, income level and housing
2 There'saneed for our elected officids. Congressvoman 2 pattern concerns. During the no-name storm in the summer
3 Carrie Meek, Senator Daryl Jones, Senator Kendrick Meek, 3 of 2000, the City of Opa Locka officials were forced to
4 Representative Dorothy Mindingall, Wilbert Holloway, Edward 4 relocate hundreds of families from their flooded housing
5 Bullard, Phillip Brutus and others are needed in the 5 complex in the Opa Locka/North Dade area of the 17th
6 community. 6 Didtrict to affordable housing in the South Dade area of
7 In closing, please remember the Voter's Act of 1965 7 the 17th District.
8 when you draw your district. Section 2 of the Voting 8 In doing so, we were able to join forces of both the
9 Rights Act states that redistricting plans must provide 9 North and the South Dade areas. We truly could not have
10 protected minorities with the equal opportunity to 10 accomplished this great and immediate task without the
11 participate in apolitical process and elect 11 direction, supervision, and support from Congresswoman
12 representatives of their choice. Section 5 of the Voting 12 Carrie Meek. The character of the 17th Congressional
13 Rights Act of 1965 states, No regression of minority voting 13 Digtrict spesks high volumes when seven outstanding
14 strength. Please do not take the district backwards, 14 community builders were recognized by Congresswoman Carrie
15 please consider drawing new lines and adding new elected 15 P. Meek to name several United States post officesin their
16 officials. 16 honor.
17 It isvery important that in closing, again, that when 17 On apersonal note, | am extremely proud to say that
18 you all make your decision, please come back and let us 18 the post office located in the City of Opa Locka was named
19 know, do not keep it a secret, because we are the ones that 19 in the honor of my incredible mother, the late Honorable
20 voted for you and we support you. God bless you and God 20 Helen Miller.
21 bless America. 21 Congresswoman Carrie Meek has been areal champion for
22 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 7. Number 7. 22 the causes of people, both inside and outside the political
23 MR. MILLER: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, and members 23 spectrum. Congresswoman Carrie Meek has a specid interest
24 of the committee. My nameis Alvin Miller, | am the mayor 24 and concern for the City of Opa Locka, she lovesthe City
25 of the City of OpaLocka. | amjoined herewith -- | am 25 of OpaLocka, and the citizens and the commission loves
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1 Carrie Meek. It isimperative that the citizens of Opa 1 relates to maintaining District 17.
2 Locka continue to have stability in their representatives,; 2 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 9. Number 9.
3 therefore, we are pleading with you to keep the existing 3 MR. MUNROE: Mr. Chairman, members of the committee,
4 17th Congressional District to the extent possible. Thank 4 good afternoon and welcome to Miami-Dade County, my nameis
5 you for your time. 5 Anthony Munroe, | am the president and chief executive
6 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Now well go to Number 8, but | would 6 officer of Economic Opportunity Family Health Center.
7 ask if Numbers 9, 10, and 11 could come on up and sit on 7 Joining me today are members of my staff and the
8 the front row if you would. So, Number 8, you are 8 organization. | would like for them to stand, please.
9 welcomed. Welcome to the public hearing. 9 Ladies from the Reef House, staff.
10 MS. EDWARDS: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, and 10 (Group stands.)
11 distinguished members of this committee. I'm Barbara 11 MR. MUNROE: We are here to demonstrate our support
12 Edwards, vice-president for Development in College 12 for this process. Family Health Center isthe largest
13 Relations at FloridaMemoria College. | appreciate this 13 minority employer in North Miami-Dade County with an annual
14 opportunity to come before you this evening to spesk on 14 budget in excess of $20 million. Family Health Center is
15 behdf of the college regarding the issue of redistricting. 15 very proud of the fact that we have served our urban
16 FloridaMemoria College isthe only higtoricaly black 16 communities for 34 years. Next year, June, we celebrate 35
17 collegein South Florida. And it islocated in District 17 17 years of providing quality hedlth care and socia services
18 where the Honorable Carrie P. Meek serves as Congresswoman. 18 to our diverse yet commonly linked communities.
19 She has been tenacious in making sure that Florida 19 We are accredited by the Joint Commission on the
20 Memoria College receivesitsfair share of support from 20 Accreditation of Health Care Organizations and have for
21 Washington, D.C. When our president, Dr. Albert E. Smith, 21 many years been anational model of community health
22 joined the college in 1993 one of the first persons he 22 centers being one of the largest and most comprehensivein
23 talked with was Congresswoman Meek. And she shared with 23 the nation. We owe a great deal to the community that is
24 her the fact that we had a fledgling aviation program at 24 here today and we owe a great deal to community leaders,
25 the college. Sheimmediately got busy working on our 25 such as Jessie Price, Senator Jones, Senator Meek,
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1 behdlf. 1 Representative Mindingall, Representative Wilson,
2 Asaresault of her involvement, through a partnership 2 Representative Holloway, Representative Brutus, and more
3 with the United States Air Force, Florida Memoria College 3 importantly, and especialy, Congresswoman Carrie P. Meek.
4 is able to provide full scholarships to students who are 4 They have unwaveringly helped us meet the vast needs
5 accepted into the program and who agree to enroll in the 5 of our community, a community of common interests and
6 University of Miami Air Force Reserve Officer Training 6 issues. We are extremely honored to have Congresswoman
7 Corps. 7 Meek as our representative. She has always and continues
8 Through her efforts, FloridaMemoria College received 8 to listen and act on our concerns and needs. We can count
9 over $1.5 million from the United States Air Force 9 on her at al times. Family Health Center has 16 service
10 partnership. | was privileged to be part of those 10 sites throughout North Miami-Dade County. We employ 310
11 meetings, and | want you to know that sheis relentless 11 professionals, including doctors, dentists, nurses,
12 when it comes to education and providing opportunities for 12 psychologists, and paraprofessionals, the vast mgjority of
13 all students. Congresswoman Meek, she gets the job done, 13 which live within the current Congressional Didtrict 17.
14 not only for FloridaMemoria College, but for all of the 14 We provide a quality and comprehensive primary hedlth
15 peoplein her district, black, white, Hispanic, Haitian, 15 care and social service, regardless of race, ethnicity,
16 al who are in need of her advocacy to help them realize 16 immigration status or insurance coverage to close to 29,000
17 the American dream. 17 individuals during 2000. This meant we provided about
18 It isthe kind of leadership we must havein District 18 125,000 patient visits during the same year. The vast
19 17. We want the existing 17th Congressiond District to be 19 majority of the 29,000 individuals we served live within
20 maintained. If any changes are to be made, then smply 20 Congressiona Digtrict 17. They are mainly women and
21 expand it, but do not take any part of it away. 21 children. They are acommunity of common interests and
22 Congresswoman Meek knows and understands this 22 issues, they want quality, accessible and affordable health
23 multi-ethnic community and we want her to continue to 23 care and social services. The Congresswoman understands
24 represent us. | trust that this committee will take the 24 that.
25 comments that | have made under serious consideration as it 25 They are acommunity of common interests and issues,
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1 athough ethnicaly diverse with 40 percent 1 We and the Democratic black caucus want to educate our
2 African-American, 20 percent Hispanic, 15 percent Haitian, 2 voters. We will not take our voters for granted. No
3 10 percent Caucasian, and 15 percent Caribbean, the 3 longer will election be awalk in the park. The candidates
4 Congresswoman appreciates this and celebrates our unified 4 need to earn our vote and to respect their constituents as
5 diversity. They are acommunity of common interests and 5 in Congressional Digtrict 17. Voters education,
6 issues, they want aresponsive and representative voice in 6 registration in getting out to vote is very important to
7 Washington, D.C., they want and need Congresswoman Carrie 7 us. Wewill need thisfor 2002 and 2004. What we need to
8 P. Meek. Our community of common interests and issues are 8 do, we need to call our committee members here on the
9 disproportionately issued by -- such as hedlth care. 9 panel, our state representatives, and ask for the
10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Your time has expired, so if you could 10 guidelines. And | will repeat, we need to ask for the
11 wrap it up in about 15 seconds. 11 guidelines as to what the guidelines will be when drawing
12 MR. MUNROE: | will befinished in afew minutes. As 12 of thelines.
13 HIV/AIDS and substance abuse, Liberty City, Little Haiti 13 And to add alast note, Florida, as we speak right
14 and Brownsville, has the highest prevalence of HIV/AIDSin 14 now, isin atate of emergency. In the event we go to
15 the county. Opa Locka has the second highest in the 15 war, we can find ourselvesin an international tension and
16 county, through the tireless support of the Congresswoman 16 an economic crisis by Executive Order 11051, which means
17 and many other supportersin a proactive and responsive 17 that our Congtitution can be suspended and al of this,
18 way, Congresswoman Meek organized an extremely successful 18 what we are doing now, can be null and void. So,
19 public forum on HIV/AIDS. She and only she was able to 19 therefore, we need to make sure that our constitutional
20 bring together many nationa leaders to talk about, and 20 rights are upheld so that when we draw these lines we will
21 most importantly do something about the tollof HIV/AIDS 21 make sure that our elected officials are elected from our
22 that has been ravishing our communities. 22 area and we do not deplete our votes and our rights.
23 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you very much for appearing 23 So | will wrap thisup in saying, we need to make sure
24 today. Andin all fairnessto the rest of the speakers, 24 that our congtitutional rights are intact. Because al of
25 you can submit the written submission and we will have 25 us sitting here and testifying, with the stroke of a pen,
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1 somebody from the member staff get a copy of that from you. 1 our Constitution can be down the drain.
2 So thank you for your coming today and thank you for your 2 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 11.
3 members coming too. Number 10. 3 MS. HEATH: Good afternoon, panel and Chairman, I'm
4 MS. WIMBERLY: Herel am. Good afternoon, Chairman, 4 here from the Human Service Coalition to speak to you on
5 pand members, | am Paulette Simms Wimberly, Miami-Dade 5 the rights of peoplein Liberty City. I'm joined with
6 Councilwoman from area 4-45 in the North Dade area. The 6 others here today to urge you to adopt the setting of the
7 apportionment information has been taken and has been given 7 guiding principles that incorporate the basic elements of
8 and now we are down to the drawing of the lines. | was 8 fairnessto usin processing and receiving public input,
9 asked to come out and give testimony as to how the lines 9 developing the maps, alowing the timely feedbacks from the
10 should be drawn. Should we squeeze 75 to 97 percent of our 10 public prior to the final adoption of any plans that you
11 eligible black votersin one voting district area? Doing 11 are going to make.
12 thiswill only allow us one digtrict in our Miami-Dade 12 | have worked with Mr. Meek on the voting and | have a
13 area, diluting our representation in the Legidature. 13 little issue with your wanting to break up our districts.
14 Our Congressional State Senate and House of 14 You aready say we can't vote if we are felons, but you
15 Representatives seat will al come from one particular 15 count us, you know, for the money that you guys want from
16 area, or should we draw the line, should we draw the voting 16 the census, so if we keep them here we might be able to
17 district lines putting 47 to 50 percent of black eligible 17 vote and have another district instead of taking one away.
18 votersin one district and another 40 -- another 40 to 18 And | appreciate you listening to me this evening. Thank
19 45 percent to maximize our strength, thereby winning two or 19 you.
20 more voting districtsin an area and increasing our 20 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 12 iswithdrawn. So we go now
21 political representation? Thisisanumber game and we 21 to Number 13. And would 13, 14, 15, 16 please come up and
22 need to make sure that the numbers count for us. This 22 be ready. Welcome.
23 won't happen for another ten years, so we need to do our 23 MR. PHILLIPS: Thank you, sir, Mr. Chairman, members
24 work now. We need to keep our political representation 24 of the committee. My name is Roy Phillips and today I'm
25 boundary while we can. 25 here to speak to you as the retiring founding campus
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1 president of Miami-Dade Community College in Homestead, 1 district, keep our district intact. Because sheisa
2 which is the southernmost portion of our Honorable Carrie 2 person who can help us and sheis a person who has hel ped
3 Meek's Digtrict 17. 3 usto redlly help @l of the people of this county.
4 It ismy honor and distinct privilege to speak before 4 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Twenty seconds.
5 you on her behalf and to keep the district intact. 1'm 5 MR. PHILLIPS: Thank you very much and please consider
6 aso here to speak for my other colleagues who are here, 6 this testimony.
7 Freddie Wilson, Jones and othersin our area. | am hoping 7 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 14, 14.
8 that they keep their districts also intact because they are 8 MR. ALEXANDER: Good afternoon, Chairman, members of
9 outstanding members of our Senate and our House herein 9 the committee, and students and faculty at Miami Central
10 this area and they represent this areawell. 10 Senior High School and all of those in attendance. My full
11 But my specific purpose today isto spesk for Carrie 11 nameis Fabio Alexander Vazquez and I'm President of Miami
12 Meek, whom | have known for 20 years, both as a supervisor, 12 Executive Aviation at Opa Locka Airport and I'm proud to be
13 afriend and coworker. During the period, | found her to 13 here today and serve my community. And it is also an honor
14 be a most honorable and outstanding woman of the highest 14 to be here this evening to speak on behalf of an
15 integrity, moral character, dedication, and commitment to 15 outstanding congresswoman that represents the City of Opa
16 all of the people of her district. | will speak briefly of 16 Locka and Opa Locka Airport in the 17th Congressional
17 her outstanding work, specifically in the southern end of 17 Didtrict.
18 our county. 18 My involvement with Opa Locka Airport began on
19 During Hurricane Andrew she was the most outstanding 19 November 18th, 1996 when | opened the doors to Miami
20 leader in pulling together all of the Federal resources and 20 Executive Aviation to Opa Locka Airport with just five
21 helping us to revitalize our community. She stood asa 21 employees. We are a 24-hour flight service operation
22 stalwart champion in terms of keeping our Homestead Air 22 providing aviation fuels, aircraft charter, sdlesand
23 Force Base open as a potential economic engine to the 23 management, corporate hanger, office leasing, parts, pilot
24 southern end of the county. After the hurricane was over, 24 supplies, and online aviation store. But most importantly,
25 she continued to work inthisarea. Asamatter of fact, 25 we have 33 employees and that couldn't have been possible
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1 she has brought millions of dollarsinto this district. 1 without the help of Congresswoman Carrie P. Meek. The
2 At Miami-Dade Community College, she has brought over 2 business community here at Opa Locka Airport and the City
3 $20 million, 13 million of those dollars have been brought 3 of OpaLockawhere | have my business owes agreat deal to
4 for an aviation program. And today you know the importance 4 Congresswoman Carrie Meek. She has helped us create and
5 of aviation to this county and to thisnation. It isone 5 build a political and legal environment in which our
6 of the most important economic enginesin the area. 6 busi nesses flourish, creating jobs, economic opportunity
7 She has provided money for the training of pilots, she 7 for thousands in the 17th District.
8 has provided money for the training of people in security 8 | have worked closely with the U.S. Congresswoman
9 and people who work in our most important airports herein 9 Carrie P. Meek and the Miami-Dade aviation department staff
10 the state and here in the county. Not only has she brought 10 at Opa Locka Airport to improve and expand U.S. Customs
11 money for aviation into this area, she's brought many 11 service hours from 9 am. to 10 p.m. She has been very
12 dollarsinto economic development for our economy and job 12 supportive, responsive, and educational to the business
13 training. Just afew years ago she brought into this 13 operators at Opa Locka Airport on how to achieve objectives
14 county about amillion dollars, aNASA grant that she 14 through the political process like the Empowerment Zone,
15 placed in the congressional appropriation for the college 15 U.S. Customs and the Enterprise Zone, aong with other
16 to establish an incubator in cooperation with the City of 16 economic organizations that create stimulus to the
17 Homestead to begin to train alot of our small business 17 community and its people.
18 people in terms of developing their businesses in the 18 Thejoint effort has successfully accomplished an
19 southern part of this county. 19 Empowerment Zone designation for the airport, which | think
20 She has a'so been a champion in the area of senior 20 isone of her greatest achievements for her and the
21 citizens. She has brought many dollarsinto the county in 21 district. Our aggressive marketing efforts have created a
22 terms of providing housing for senior citizens and also for 22 portal at Opa Lockafor international business, asit's
23 many of our low-income residents. So today, based upon her 23 brought alliances and business relationships with major
24 outstanding public work as a public servant, I'm asking you 24 organizations such as Sak's Fifth Avenue, Brighton, United
25 please to consider very strongly not to break up her 25 Parcel Service, Cessna, Gulf Stream, Executive Jet
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1 Aviation, AT&T Wirdless, Florida Power and Light, Greg 1 MS. MORGAN: Héllo. Mr. Chairman, and members of the
2 Norman Collection, and Chevron. 2 committee, my nameis Cloretta Morgan and | am a certified
3 Sheis an advocate for socia programs that support 3 nursing assistant at Jackson Heights Rehab Center and a
4 the betterment of youth and families. | believe that it 4 proud member of FCIU 1199, Service Employees International
5 would be a disservice to Opa Locka Airport and the city to 5 Union 1199, represents nursing home workers throughout the
6 redraw the lines that would take Congresswoman Carrie Meek 6 State of Florida, many that are living here in Miami-Dade
7 out of our district. 7 County. 1'm here on behdf of thousands of workerswho are
8 From my persona experience, | must say | have called 8 living in anumber of districtsin South Floridaincluding
9 many elected officials. Some respond, some do not respond. 9 the 17th Congressiona Disdtrict.
10 | have written many letters, some respond and some do not. 10 Senate Didtrict 36, House District 104, House District
11 Sometimes | get aides and sometimes | get their staff 11 108 and House District 109. All of these digtricts
12 members. But it isatrue pleasure to get the 12 represent distinct communities of interest. I'm hereto
13 Congresswoman on the phone to resolve issues. | think that 13 say that our workers are very satisfied with the current
14 it is atrue commitment and testament of her heart and her 14 district and our leadership. Congresswoman Meek has been a
15 desire to serve the American people and the City of Opa 15 tireless advocate for quality care and nursing homes,
16 Lockaand her district. 16 including better regulation and health care dollars for
17 Please keep the existing 17th Congressional District 17 better care for residents. And the State Legidator
18 under Congresswoman Carrie P. Meek currently asit isto 18 Senator Kendrick Meek has continued to respond to the needs
19 the extent possible. Thank you for your time, and thank 19 of Florida's most valued citizens and residents in our
20 you, Congresswoman Carrie Meek, and your staff for your 20 state nursing homes.
21 unconditional support. God bless. 21 Asyou know, hedlth care dollars are alocated from
22 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 15. Number 15. 22 the state and federal government to our community to
23 MS. PAUL: Mr. Chairman, and committee members, good 23 provide long-term care, and the appropriate distribution of
24 afternoon. My nameis Carline Paul, | am Haitian-American 24 these resources is atrust the public instill in our public
25 and | reside in Digtrict 36, which includes Liberty City, 25 servants. I'm also here to say we support communities of
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1 Little Haiti, North Miami, Miami Shores, Norland, Carol 1 interests that consider common languages, culture and
2 City, El Portal, and Allapattah. This Senate District is 2 hedlth care concerns that are invaluable to our population
3 very diverse and we need to continue to have someone 3 here in South Florida.
4 represent us who understands the dynamics of all of those 4 Many Haitian and immigrant workers now have a new
5 diverse cultures. 5 voice in Tallahassee in Representative Phillip Brutus. In
6 When Haitian refuges come to shore off of the coast, 6 the House of Representatives, Representative Brutus,
7 Senator Meek is one of the first to respond. When the 7 Representative Bendross-Mindingall and many other South
8 Haitian community wanted to go to Washington to protest 8 Florida legidators help campaign for improved staff and
9 current immigration laws, our Senator helped to organize 9 ratios for CNAs, many of whom residein their district.
10 our community. When the Haitian community said there was a 10 In conclusion, | hope the Legidature will commit to
11 need for a program for cancer screening and awareness, our 11 holding public hearings after plans are released so that
12 Senator sponsored an appropriation for the Haitian-American 12 all Floridians can react to actual proposals. | aso hope
13 Cancer Association. Senator Meek responds to the need of 13 that al of those involved in this process are guided by
14 all constituents. 14 the idea of fairness. Thank you and have a grest day.
15 | ask that you refrain from drawing any district that 15 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 17. Welcome.
16 would take away our current representation. In fact, 16 MS. BASTIEN: Good afternoon, Mr. Chair, committee
17 expanding this district to cover al of North Miami just 17 members. My name is Marleine Bastien, | am the executive
18 enhances our representation. Representative Mindingall, 18 director of Fanm Ayisyen Nan Miyami, the Haitian Women of
19 Representative Wilson, Representative Holloway, House 19 Miami, Inc. | am animmigrant of Haiti and | spesk Creole.
20 Digtrict 108 where we got our first Haitian-American 20 | left work early today so | could speak to you, and |
21 representative. Congressiona District 17 needs to remain. 21 thank you for the opportunity. 1'm one of over amillion
22 In closing, please, Mr. Chairman, | am requesting that 22 Haitian-Americans in the United States and one of 260,000
23 the committee comes back and shows us the map so that we 23 at the state level. Do | need to tell you that we were
24 can have and put in our input. Thank you very much. 24 undercounted in the last census? I'm part of a group that
25 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 16, 16. Welcome. 25 was not welcome here. In fact, we were prevented from

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675

12 (Pages 42 to 45)




Page 46

Page 48

1 coming in. After we came we were detained months, 1 Thisdigtrict isthe home of the first pioneer of Dade
2 sometimes years. We fought to stay after we were released 2 County, the laborers that helped build Flagler Railroad,
3 from detention. 3 the home of African-Americans that cleared theland to
4 We crossed many hurdles, broken down many barriers, we 4 build Miami, home of charter members of the City of Miami,
5 best the odds to become U.S. citizens, and yet we have been 5 the City of Miami. Thedigtrict that experiences human and
6 disenfranchised over and over and over again. Those of you 6 natural disasters. And,findly, the district that elected
7 who voted in the last Presidentia € ection know the 7 the first American, Afro-American since Reconstruction
8 anguish and the pain of being disenfranchised, it's 8 days, and the first Afro-American female to Congress,
9 unbearable. I'm standing herein front of you today to 9 Congresswoman Carrie Meek.
10 urge you to help us preserve our identity and to ask you to 10 We need Carrie Meek in Washington, D.C. We need
11 be careful when you draw the lines so that you don't erase 11 Congresswoman Carrie Meek to continue the work, to continue
12 entire groupsin that process. 12 to represent and spesk for education, for hedlth care, for
13 Draw thelinein away to help us maintain our 13 environment, for seniors and child care, not only for our
14 extensive numbers, our political cohesiveness, our 14 district but for the nation. It isimportant that we keep
15 geographic compactness, and most importantly, the 15 our higtory asis. We want to continue to preserve our
16 possibility to elect our own. In essence, I'm asking you 16 heritage. Thisis oneway we can ensure that
17 to designate areas of Little Haiti, not Miami and not Miami 17 Afro-Americans will continue to have avoice in Washington,
18 Beach, as communities of interest so as to fulfill the 18 D.C., and dso in the State of Florida. We want to make
19 overstated requirements. Doing so will give us, black 19 sure that we keep Representative Carrie Meek and dl of our
20 minorities, the opportunity to participate in the political 20 local representatives.
21 process and to elect our own. Help us maintain District 21 We are pleading with you today to keep the line as
22 108. We want to keep our first Haitian-American State Rep, 22 near as possible. If you cannot -- if you must make an
23 Mr. Philip Brutus. Help us maintain District 36. Senator 23 augument, please do not destroy it, we would like for you
24 Kendrick Meek has been a strong advocate of our issues and 24 to expand it. We want to make sure that for the next ten
25 astrong supporter in our fight against racist immigration 25 yearswe will have arepresentative in Tallahassee to speak
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1 policies. 1 for us. And we do not want, at the end of this century,
2 Maintain District 17. Our own Congresswoman Carrie 2 not to have a representative like we did at the beginning
3 Meek has always been a strong supporter in our fight 3 of the last century. So, please help usto preserve
4 against INSracist policies. Mr. Chair, committee members, 4 Didtrict 17 asit is and keep Congresswoman Carrie Meek to
5 thank you again for the opportunity, and please, help us 5 be the voice for Florida, for the nation, and for our
6 keep hope alive for agroup of people who have been denied 6 community.
7 so much and yet so desperately want recognition through 7 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 19.
8 participation in the electorial processesin mainstream 8 Mr. LAWRENCE: Good afternoon, Mr. Chair, and members
9 America. Thank you. 9 of the committee. My nameisLonnie Lawrenceand | ama
10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 18. 10 born and raised Miamian and just a citizen here before you
11 MS. FRAZER: Good afternoon, Mr. Chair, and members. 11 today. Let methank you for the opportunity to speak to
12 Thank you for hearing the concern of the citizensin the 12 you on thismost vital issue. To be responsive, respected,
13 17th Congressiona Didtrict. My nameis EufaulaL. Frazer. 13 respectful, resourceful and representative are al words
14 My address is 4929 Northwest 17th Avenue, Miami, Florida 14 that describe Congresswoman Carrie P. Meek. And that's why
15 I livein the 17th Congressional District. | am a member 15 I'm here today, smply to say that, to the extent possible,
16 of several community faith organizations, including the 16 that the district she currently represents be maintained so
17 AARP, the community action board, the Beulah Graham 17 that those persons who before Meek felt disenfranchised can
18 Scholarship Foundation, Dade County transportation, and the 18 continue to have equal representation in Washington.
19 Dade County Democrétic party. | livein the moda 19 I know that thisis a process that must be carried
20 (phonetic) city areaof thisdistrict. Thisareahasa 20 out, but | would hope that it would not be done for the
21 large percentage of poverty. Many of the residents receive 21 sake of achieving political party power, but rather for the
22 subsidies simply for survival. Thisdistrict is very dear 22 sake of ensuring the continued participation in a system by
23 to the heart of Afro-Americansin Miami. It hasthe first 23 those who often see the system as the enemy. We are very
24 government center to provide al servicesincluding a court 24 proud with the current district and its configuration and
25 in the moda city area. 25 the work of our congresswoman.

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675

13 (Pages 46 to 49)




Page 50

Page 52

1 In short, she has been a person who has produced for 1 Representative Logan was my Representative. So when the
2 her community, be it in transportation, housing, economic 2 positions changed, | knew who still was my Representative
3 development, education and other areas of socia services. 3 and who was my Senator and State Senator. And | wouldn't
4 We cannot afford for that to be lost in the shuffle. 4 like to see anything changed negative because most of us
5 In thefina analysis, Congresswoman Meek has 5 know Congresswoman Meek, sheis alegend.
6 responded to the needs of those of us of color who she 6 So | just thought that | would stop and say this. And
7 truly understands that in the larger community, we can be 7 through her, | have learned who my local State
8 isolated, deprived and disenfranchised, but with her we 8 Representativeis. And | have also been able to work with
9 truly have a voice of reason for al seasons, not just 9 Senator Meek very diligently. | haven't met Mr. Holloway
10 €lection season. 10 personally yet, but | will. Thank you for your time.
11 For those of you that know her know that it's very 11 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. What we are going to do
12 difficult to say no to her, and because of that other 12 now is take a five-minute break so the court reporter can
13 things have happened, not where she was directly involved, 13 stretch and we'll resume back in five minutes.
14 but because she was involved, it happened to the benefit of 14 (Brief recess))
15 this community. Y ou have heard alot of numbers thrown out 15 CHAIRMAN BYRD: WEell resume now with speaker Number
16 in terms of money that has come into this community, but | 16 22. Would speaker Number 22 -- Number 22, Number 22,
17 don't think that you can put a figure on the amount of 17 Number 22, you are recognized to address the public
18 lives and future of those lives that have been touched 18 hearing.
19 because of the things that she's done. You can't put a 19 MS. XANTHOPOULOU: Thank you very much. Good
20 monetary figure on that. 20 afternoon. My name is Paula Xanthopoulou, I'm president of
21 In closing, let me say this, if you look at 21 the National Women's Caucus of Floridaand | live and vote
22 Congresswoman Meek and you look at her district, you will 22 in Miami Shores. I'll be brief. My concerns are concerns
23 see that from North Dade to Florida City the people that 23 that you have heard many, many times before which
24 she represents have the same concerns. It isthe smple 24 underscores | think the fact that these things arein the
25 thingsin life, such as affordable housing, transportation, 25 minds of many, many people. And they are outlined in the
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1 and education of our children and the ability to enjoy the 1 statement of fairness, which I'm sure you're familiar with.
2 American dream of life, liberty, and a pursuit of happiness 2 My first and gravest concern, perhaps, is that the
3 which for many in the inner-citiesisjust that, a dream. 3 districtsin this process not be dliced and diced in
4 Thank you very much for your time. 4 disregard of communities of interest such as neighborhoods,
5 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 20. All right, 5 cities, and counties, or in disregard of the rights of
6 Number 21. Areyou 21? 6 minority groups.
7 MR. SPAULDING: Yes. 7 Secondly, comes more in the form of arequest, that
8 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Wecome to the public hearing, you are 8 when you are done with your redistricting process and made
9 recognized. 9 your maps, that you bring your maps back to us for review
10 MR. SPAULDING: Thank you. To the chairperson and the 10 and for public input. It's not only important that this
11 board, | didn't get prepared to come over here and speak. 11 process not be perceived as a done deal, but that it in
12 | just heard about this meeting afew days ago so | thought 12 fact not be adone dedl.
13 | would come over to see what it was about. In fact, | 13 Sitting in this auditorium with so many wonderful
14 started to withdraw my name from the list of speaking, but 14 citizens, I'm reminded of the smple concept that
15 then | sat and listened for awhile and | found out what it 15 government is not a political party, it's not a business,
16 was about. So, | would like to say that Senator Carrie 16 it'sapublic service and in this process, more than ever,
17 Meek has been aleaning shoulder to anybody in need for 17 itisvery - it'scrucid, it'simperative that the public
18 this community for some years. 18 be served. Thank you.
19 | am achild advocate, | deal with parents and 19 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 23. Number 23.
20 children and the schools. And when | ran into problems and 20 Welcome to the public hearing.
21 wanted information years ago | called her office and 21 MS. PERSON: Mr. Chairman, members of the committee,
22 someone in her office gave me the names of my 22 good evening and welcome to Miami. My nameis Lottie
23 representatives. And | looked on my voter's registration 23 Person. | am acommunity activist and aresident in Senate
24 card and found out what House and what Senate | wasin, and 24 Digtrict 36. Over the years, I've worked closdly with
25 so at that time, Senator Turner was my Senator and 25 Senator Meek, she is one of the hardest-working Senators |
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1 have known. | observed her passion while representing our 1 African-American studies at school through textbooks and a
2 community, she saw a need to inform the community of how to 2 mandated curriculum because of our work with State
3 deal with racial profiling and along with the City of Miami 3 Representative Fredrica Wilson in District 104.
4 police and the Miami-Dade police, she hosted workshopsin 4 Representative Wilson has organized seminars and
5 our community on driving while blind. 5 implemented a program to develop a better communication
6 And during a voter's registration campaign in 1996, 6 with young African-American boys and Hispanic boys. She's
7 our Senator, he noticed there was a enormous amount of his 7 developed programs to put them with police officers, okay?
8 congtituents that had their civil rights revoked. In 8 And guess what, Dade County's crime has dropped and that's
9 response, he began hosting workshops to assist them with 9 no accident. It's because of programs like that.
10 applying to have their civil rights restored. A number of 10 And when you talk about the 5,000 role models project
11 those individuals and their families reside in Brownsville, 11 that Representative Wilson in District 104 has put
12 Liberty City, OpaLocka, Carol City, North Miami, Little 12 together, my son is amember of that project and there are
13 Haiti and Alapattah. 13 things that he has acquired in that project that is going
14 | understand that the eastern district needs to be 14 to help him be awell productive citizen in the State of
15 expanded and if the Senate District 36 is expanded, it 15 Florida.
16 should include more of North Miami and North Miami Beach. 16 The programs that Representative Wilson has put
17 Mr. Chairman, members of this committee, | want to 17 together have helped low-income families with repairing
18 make sure that these individuals will continue to have a 18 their homes and hel ped them to enhance the community with
19 voice on the state level. | want to make sure someone like 19 these repairs. The community-based organization of network
20 Senator Meek to make sure that these individuas have the 20 programs have brought other community-based organizations
21 right to vote again. And please keep in mind that District 21 together so that they would understand from one another
22 17, our Congressman, she has done so much from south to the 22 what is going on in each other's communities. We
23 north. We want to keep her. So please, Mr. Chairman, and 23 appreciate that because it brings us together as a cohesive
24 the rest of you, we are not asking for too much. 24 group.
25 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thirty seconds. 25 Cancer prevention projects were put into place, okay?
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675 DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675
Page 55 Page 57
1 MS. PERSON: Please do what we ask you to do and thank 1 To help develop, to help ward off cancer cdllsin people's
2 you and God bless America. 2 bodies, yes. In short, thisis a project that saves lives.
3 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 24?7 Twenty-four. 3 These are the kinds of things that we want to remain in our
4 MS. DOZIER-WASHINGTON: Good evening, Mr. Chair, 4 community and they came from our Representatives and we
5 members of the committee, my name is Patrenia 5 appreciate that, which is why we want to maintain our
6 Dozier-Washington and I'm second vice-president of the 6 status.
7 Biscayne Garden Civic Association that houses approximately 7 A large portion of our digtrict is also in the Federal
8 5,000 households. A large portion of these home owners are 8 Empowerment Zone project, which allows us to make positive
9 in District 104 of the Florida House, District 36 of the 9 changes with businesses. These businesses bring revenue
10 Florida Senate and District 17 of the U.S. Congress. 10 into our community and that's what we need to remain vital
11 I'm very grateful to be able to voice my concerns 11 and productive. We ask that you maintain our districts and
12 before you this evening. | hope that your main focus and 12 keep the boundary lines asthey are so that our
13 your actions will be driven by fairness. | am aware that 13 representation will be heard.
14 one party controls the Legidature and the Governorship of 14 African-American people have waited for avery long
15 the State of Florida; however, | do hope that you will 15 timeto be heard. These districts that we have now have
16 exercise a nonpartisan view when it comes to the needs of 16 doneit and we would like to keep them that way. Thank you
17 al of the peaple. 17 0 --
18 | stand before you this evening pleading that you do 18 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 25.
19 not dismantle our existing digtricts. We have developed a 19 MS. DAISY BLACK: Good evening, Mr. Chairman,
20 sense of unity in this community and we want to stay united 20 honorable State Representatives, State Senators. It gives
21 as agroup of people sharing common concerns. Our 21 me great pleasure to be here to represent my city, the
22 representatives in Tallahassee and Washington, D.C. have 22 Village of Ed Portd. My nameis Daisy Black and | am the
23 worked very closdly with us to bring about awareness 23 mayor. 1'm here because my city iswithin the
24 programs that help develop and help our children aswell as 24 Congressional District 17, Senate District 36, and House
25 the community asawhole. Our children can now acquire 25 District 108.
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1 With the leadership of Congresswoman Carrie P. Meek, | 1 I'd like to close with an analogy here. My wife

2 have adways shared in a cohesive representation of my State 2 drives a 27-year-old car, and | love my wife. Every other

3 Representative and my State Senators. | mean, they work 3 day | make it apoint to drive that car around the block

4 like ateam and that's what we are here from my village and 4 and make sure that everything iswell. Inthe event that |

5 other small villages in that area to represent. We want to 5 feel that something iswrong with that vehicle, | teke it

6 see the teamwork continue and we can only do that if you 6 to my favorite mechanic who | have used for the last 15

7 maintain the Congressional and House districts that arein 7 years. Thereason why | do that is because after | take it

8 place now. 8 to him and | get it back, | can deep, | can have peace of

9 | was born and raised in Overtown, | went to Booker T. 9 mind and | can aways tell mysdlf, my wifewill be safein
10 Washington High School. | am aproud Booker T. 10 that car.
11 Washingtonian. Thank you. I've also spent alot of my 11 In the same token, | say to you, whenever our
12 adult lifein Liberty City, | till live and worshipin 12 congtituents, whenever those who are recipients of the
13 that area. 1'm seen what carving up an area can do. 13 services that we provide, whenever anybody in my community
14 When | lived in Overtown, they ran [-95 through 14 has a concern or an issue that needs to be discussed, |
15 Overtown and Liberty City. There were some proud peoplein 15 always go to my favorite mechanic shop, and of course, to
16 Overtown and Liberty City. We had our own mecca, 16 my favorite mechanic, Congresswoman Carrie Meek.
17 economic-based and social, so when you did that -- not you, 17 | have never come or called that office and never got
18 I'm sorry, but when 1-95 went through through that area, it 18 aresolve or aresponse, and it is because of that, every
19 tore that up, we didn't have that, not until Congresswoman 19 time | have issuesin my community and the clients that |
20 Carrie Meek came back into officein '92 and with the 20 serve, | can dways refer them or call Congresswoman Carrie
21 Congress that we started seeing some revitalizations occur 21 Meek's office and go home knowing that there will be a
22 in that district. 22 resolve. Thank you.
23 So, what we want to do is make sure that this 23 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 27, Number 28.
24 revitalization continues because if she's not there and her 24 MS. LaFRANCE: Good afternoon, Chairman, and members
25 team is not there, then there's no guarantee that we'll see 25 of the committee. My name is Merdochey LaFrance and I'm 19
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1 all of the things that she's started to continue. | know 1 years of age and | currently attend Florida International

2 that one of her favorite thingsisto say that, you know, 2 University. It is more than a pleasure for meto be here

3 service is the price you pay for the space you occupy. 3 with other similar voices for an occasion as deserving as

4 We'redl hereto provide a service, we're asking that 4 thisone. | urge you to listen to the voices and concerns

5 you continue that service for us. We don't want to see 5 of the community of Congressional District 17 and Senate

6 another 1-95 in the guise of redistricting come through our 6 Digtrict 36, who will be affected by the lines that may

7 neighborhoods and tear it up. 7 soon be drawn.

8 So again, we urge you to continue to keep the 8 | ask that you consider what is best for our community

9 districts that we have now. Maintain them and we will do a 9 and not what will suffice or fulfill apolitical agenda.
10 good service for you. Thank you. 10 Our communities are primarily concerned with minority and
11 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Twenty-six, Number 26. 11 urban issues. Thisis not because we want to be partial
12 MR. TRINIDAD: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, members 12 towards a particular people, thisis due to acommunity
13 of the committee, my nameis Bennie Trinidad and I'm the 13 whose predominant makeup is that of minorities. Our
14 adminigtrator of Nanay, Inc., which is a grassroots 14 district should most definitely remain unchanged because
15 organization, a nonprofit organization that provides 15 our communities interest and concerns are being voiced in
16 supportive services for both the elders and the youthsin 16 Tallahassee and Washington, D.C.
17 the Congressional District 17. 17 Our legidators understand the needs of our community.
18 | had a speech prepared but I'm not going to read it. 18 State Representative Wilson serves on our school board and
19 After hearing al of those praises and comments and please, 19 implemented the 500, now 5,000 Role Models of Excellence
20 to keep the congressional district intact, | would just 20 program. Senator Meek isa-- I'm sorry -- isatireless
21 like to say that our organization as well as the recipients 21 advocate for our community. | have benefited directly from
22 of the servicesthat we provide, aswell aso asthe Asan 22 Senator Meek's tireless devotion to our community.
23 community that | represent would like to appeal to al of 23 In March of thisyear, as asenior and student
24 you and say, please do not divide Congressional District 24 government president at North Miami Senior High Schooal, |
25 Number 17. 25 had a privilege of attending a student leaders trip which
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1 Senator Meek organized and sponsors. Theweek | spent in 1 Congresswoman Carrie Meek knows who we are and supports
2 Tallahassee was awonderful experience for me. | was able 2 what we do for the community. We need a strong voice and
3 to give atestimony in support of Senator Meek's hill to 3 that strong voice is the voice of Congresswoman Carrie
4 investigate recia profiling incidence. 4 Meek. Please assist us by maintaining our congressional
5 After my testimony, the committee unanimously approved 5 district configuration intact. Thank you.
6 the bill. The bill will need to go before two or three or 6 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 30. Number 30.
7 even four more committees before it is passed. But the 7 REVEREND JACKSON: Mr. Chair, committee, my nameis
8 point I'm trying to makeisthis, | was given that 8 Pastor Arthur Jackson, | give leadership to the New Shiloh
9 wonderful opportunity, but when lines are drawn and 9 Baptist Church, 1350 Northwest 95th Street. I'm aso the
10 communities are divided think about the many driven, young 10 moderator of the Florida East Coast Baptist Association,
11 students who that opportunity has now been revoked from. 11 and our district startsin Homestead and spans out to
12 Our legidators care about our community and when 12 Daytona Beach.
13 lines are drawn, can you assure that our best interests 13 In between those cities, 116 African-American churches
14 will continue to be fairly represented? Our legidators 14 that | give leadership to, some half amillion peoples are
15 are fulfilling our needs, do you really want to risk the 15 inthose digtricts. | am also the president of the
16 communities well-being by drawing lines unfairly? 16 Moderator's Department for the State of Florida.and our
17 Consider this, united our community stands, but divided 17 convention. The vice-president of the Moderator's
18 unfairly, our community will definitely fall. Thank you 18 Department of our nationa work.
19 for your time. 19 And | come down and | sound like a broken record. The
20 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 29. 20 voice or sentiment of my peopleis that we are comfortable
21 MS. VELAZQUEZ: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, 21 with the districts as they are, our Senator, our
22 my nameis NilsaVdazquez. I'm the president and CEO of 22 Representatives and of course, our Congresswoman has served
23 KIDCO Child Care is anonprofit corporation. We provide 23 well. Since 1973, | have been in this community, and |
24 child care services to the low economic community children. 24 have seen it change, and | have seen the ups and downsin
25 We have been in the Windwood community for 25 years and 25 this community. Most times when the lines are drawn my
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1 during that time, we have provided quality child care to 1 peoples are | eft out, but | come by to stand not only asa
2 those children. 2 representative of God but as a citizen of this United
3 We are proud to be a nationally accredited center by 3 States and also a citizen of Dade County.
4 the National Association of the Early Childhood. We are 4 My children go to school here in this county, my wife
5 also aGold Seal program and the reason why | mentioned 5 is a past schoolteacher, my son teaches school, my
6 what we do is because we are what we are because of the 6 daughter-in-law. We have added alot, we have contributed
7 strong support of our Congressional -- Congresswoman Carrie 7 alot to this community and we have gained alot of ground
8 Meek, and also of the support that you Senators and 8 and | would, for the sake of my people, and the sake of
9 Representatives give to the state in order to provide early 9 humanity, if you will take another look at this
10 childhood, quality early childhood servicesto the 10 redistricting as we move forward.
11 children. 11 Now, | am aware of the fact that progress brings
12 When it comes to services, we see that we have a 12 changes, but changes do not always bring progress, so from
13 strong advocate at the nationd level and that is Carrie 13 al of usto al of you, God blessyou. Thank you.
14 Meek, and at the state level we also assist. But mainly, 14 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thirty-one.
15 I'm here today to support, to maintain the congressional 15 MS. SICARD: Good evening, Chairman, and members of
16 district asitisnow. With our current representative, 16 the committee. My name is Flude Sicard, president of the
17 Carrie Megk, she listens to our needs and she takes action. 17 Women's Alliance of Miami-Dade and Broward. | bring before
18 She gives priority to education. She advocates for 18 you today the testimony on behalf of the Haitian-American
19 the funding of our early childhood programs and not only 19 community. During the Census 2000 period, | was a member
20 that, she also getsinvolved in the infrastructure and the 20 of the Miami-Dade County Committee and | had the
21 economic development of the Windwood community. She helped 21 opportunity to experience firsthand how the census process
22 seek $5 million for the development of the Windwood Foreign 22 was done.
23 Trade Zone, so we are very fond of her for that. 23 | found out how easily one can be counted or not be
24 We need to maintain our personal relationship with our 24 counted. Many activistsin the Haitian community have gone
25 Congresswoman Representative who is a people person. 25 on radio programs, TV shows, they've even walked door to
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1 door to ensure that the population in the Haitian community 1 So, I'm asking you, members of the committee, and,
2 was counted. We also tried to educate people on the 2 Chairman, to preserve District 108 to either extend it, but
3 importance of the census, why they should ensure that when 3 not to divideit. And the African-American community,
4 people come and knock on their door, open the door, and let 4 we-- we-- we -- we --
5 the representatives assist them in filling out the forms. 5 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Your time has expired. If youd like
6 It turned out that after awhile, we did -- we did an 6 to give us that written statement, that would be grest.
7 evauation on the radio to find out how many people were 7 Thank you. Number 32, isthat right? Go ahead. Go ahead.
8 counted and who was not counted. Many people called at 8 MS. GULLGY: My nameis Cheree Gullgy and | would like
9 that time to say -- many families called to say they were 9 to read a statement from Commissioner Betty Ferguson,
10 not counted, they did not receive the forms and no one 10 Miami-Dade County, District 1.
11 showed up at their door. At this point, severa people 11 Blacksin Miami-Dade County want to be represented by
12 went out and tried to get these people counted, we went 12 officials they can hold accountable. There'sagreat sense
13 to -- we called Tallahassee and a 1-800 number was given to 13 of fear in the community after the serious undercount of
14 them to cdll. 14 blacks by the 2000 Census count that blacks will get less
15 That number, the people on the other line, on the 15 representation in the State of Floridathan they deserve.
16 other side of the number would speak English or Spanish, no 16 Asto the undercount, the fact that many of our votes were
17 one there could speak Creole. Asaresult, these families 17 not counted at dl in the last presidentia election, and
18 were not counted. We are talking thousands of people who 18 you can understand the fear that government is not looking
19 were not counted during the Census 2000. 19 out for the interests of blacks.
20 Asaresult, today, | ook at the result of the Census 20 It is more important than ever before that blacks are
21 2000 today and fed redly frustrated with the outcome 21 able to elect the candidates of their choice. Inadequate
22 knowing that these people were not counted; our children 22 social services, hedlth care, housing, and public education
23 were not counted, African-American children of Haitian 23 are just afew of the problems that we are struggling to
24 descent, they were not, counted meaning the census 2000 24 deal with in our community.
25 result is not accurate. 25 It isimperative that we are able to elect candidates
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1 We are talking -- just because the census says it does 1 of our choice to represent us at the state and national
2 not mean it is the truth. Census 2000 -- the censusis 2 levels so that our voices are heard. Thank you for your
3 again, if we historically, that's the entity which is 3 time.
4 showing that the African-American community at 12 percent 4 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 33.
5 of the population for the past 200 years or so, SO we are 5 MR. BRAZIL: | am number 33 and I'd like to say thank
6 thinking the census as an entity, again, is not an 6 you to Chairman Byrd and members of this committee as well
7 accurate -- they do not provide accurate statistics. When 7 as Representative Fredricka Wilson and those responsible
8 they say African-American, you would see it does not -- 8 for coordinating this historic event.
9 reflect the whole status of African-American descent 9 My nameis Elvis Brazil and | am aregistered voter in
10 people. 10 arespective Congressional, Senate and House Didtrict of
11 The census will show the Spanish community having 11 17, 36, and 104. Congresswoman Carrie P. Meek, Senator
12 triple, double or triple on one point, and then you would 12 Kendrick Meek and State House Representetive Fredericka
13 see an increase in their white population but you would 13 Wilson are doing an awesome job of representing these
14 never see an increase in the African-American population; 14 districtsand | want to say publicly to them, keep up the
15 again, being in the community and being firsthand with the 15 good work.
16 population in Digtricts 108, 36, and 17, we know they have 16 | am aso a student fulfilling my initial requirements
17 been elected. 17 toward my law degree at Miami-Dade Community College, North
18 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Fifteen seconds, 15 seconds. 18 Campus and currently, | serve as the student government
19 MS. SICARD: So, | come before you to tell you that, 19 association's vice-president where the diverse student body
20 based on everything that I've said, we need to keep 20 at Miami-Dade, they're quite concerned with the implication
21 Didtrict 108 preserved the way it isor inclusive in any 21 that redistricting will have on the educational
22 way. Representative Withers had not started to work in the 22 opportunities and quality of education they can expect to
23 community when he became a Representative, he was there 23 receive relative to the policies that will be forthcoming
24 when we needed someone in Guantanamo, he's always been 24 after the redistricting process is completed.
25 there, and he's done some work on immigration issues. 25 Also, dthough thisis not in my notes, | would be
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1 remiss not the mention that | represent as well the Church 1 more, but my question is why invent the whed!, reinvent the
2 of God by Faith where my father is the pastor in Opa Locka 2 whesd!, it'sworking.
3 and | would be remissin saying that. 3 Right now, you can look at it from the aspect of
4 And | take, and | believe that it is indeed an honor 4 Florida or we can look at it from the aspect of Miami.
5 to represent these bodies politic as | address this panel. 5 Miami has some serious issues at hand and we don't need to
6 Asyou have sat and listened to those who have addressed 6 waste any time with redistricting, that's what we are
7 the panel before me,-and probably you have aready come to 7 doing, we're wasting time, we are spinning the wheels of
8 the realization that those who have spoken before and those 8 time for no purpose.
9 who will come after me probably are in opposition of the 9 Right now in Miami, we have an AIDS epidemic, nobody
10 redistricting. And we wish to maintain the status quo. 10 istalking about it. We have unemployment, no oneis
11 Y ou may fedl and even believe that our opposition to 11 talking about it. And most of dl, let'sjust speak of the
12 the current redistricting is a negating process, a negating 12 disgraceful way that we deal with the Haitians.
13 progress in denying growth; however, and lamentably so, 13 Now, | am disturbed. | don't look at the news anymore
14 those in those communities which | have aforementioned have 14 because of what happened September the 11th in New York, |
15 seen and experienced firsthand the spasms of progress and 15 don't look at it because it's painful as an American and as
16 the pains of growth that have been proposed and enacted by 16 an American soldier, it's very painful to me.
17 others outside of these communities. 17 | don't want to waste time here in Miami because of
18 All too many times have we been amongst the last to 18 the simple fact that if we start redistricting and we bring
19 bask in the rays of prosperity realizing progress, yet and 19 political strikes here in this town, in Miami, you know,
20 conversely, amongst the first to feel the victimization of 20 who is going to be accountable for the results?
21 flaws from changes that were not attributable to our own 21 Affirmative action was totally dismantled. One Florida,
22 doing. 22 One Initiative, it is not working. No oneis talking about
23 | wish to call your attention to afew recent issues, 23 it. Let'stake that time and fix some of these real
24 that have been proposed to better serve the citizenry but 24 problems.
25 and unfortunately, blacks and other minoritiesin those 25 Right now, | would invite anyone here on this
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1 communities have suffered tremendoudly as aresult of their 1 committee to get on your knees and pray to God and ask
2 application. 2 them, could you walk in my shoes for one day herein Miami.
3 Thefirst example of thisvictimization is one that 3 See, thetruth of it is, I'm 42 years old, | don't have
4 you are probably al aware of and is occurring even right 4 anywhere else to run, Miami is my home by birth, okay? And
5 now. Nationally, asyou may be aware, affirmative action, 5 if you look through the eyes of a black man at the
6 and affirmative action policies, relative and specific to 6 Stuation here in Miami, it isreally fearful because who
7 college admission which were means for redressing the many 7 istruly the minority here, who is really the minority
8 years of past and -- 8 here?
9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thirty seconds. 9 We have people calling themselves minority and they
10 MR. BRAZIL: Okay, sr. I'll skiptomy closing. In 10 are not even close to being aminority. You said that you
11 closing, we would like to say this, that right now, we have 11 have 2.3 million blacks here in the State of Florida.and
12 avoice, and according to the Declaration of Independence 12 2.7 million Hispanics here in the State of Florida, but you
13 and our Congtitution, those voices are alowed to those 13 are looking at 2.3 million blacks over the State of Florida
14 individuals. We ask that you maintain those districts so 14 and you are looking at 2.7 million Hispanics herein Miami.
15 that we can maintain our voice. Thank you and God bless 15 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thirty seconds, 30 seconds.
16 America 16 MR. HALL: Now, let's say something and creste the
17 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. If youwould liketo 17 right atmosphere. | love my Higpanic culture, | love my
18 submit your notes, please fee freeto do so. Thirty-four, 18 Hispanic family, but what I'm saying is, let's get away
19 34? Welcome. 19 from drawing lines that divide people. Let's build America
20 MR. HALL: Good evening, Honorable Chair, and 20 the way America should be so that when we al fly the
21 committee members. My name is Kenneth Hall and I'm 21 American flag, we're al proud, and we're all representing
22 speaking on the behalf of myself and the other citizens 22 Americans.
23 herein Miami of African descent. 23 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, Sir.
24 Asthelineslay now in the districts here in Miami 24 MR. HALL: You-al have agood night.
25 maybe we have expanded to the point that we need to add 25 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 35.
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1 MS. SALERMAN: Good &fternoon. My name is Sofia 1 to get sewers, we also managed to get sidewalks, we also
2 Salerman and | first want to show my support for the 2 achieved drainage systems. We also were able to do other
3 statement of fairness, which | understand you have already 3 things that other communities had long enjoyed.
4 in your possession from previous, okay? 4 We've heard the borders of this country are open, they
5 I'm going to speak on Miami-Dade's behalf, not on 5 are open to everybody but those who look like me. | do,
6 Miami, but on Miami-Dade's behalf. Miami-Dade happensto 6 with deepest sympathy on the Haitian community, have
7 be one of -- isthe biggest district. We have the biggest 7 sympathy for them because they are turned away at every
8 budget, we give the biggest revenue. We have, you know, we 8 stop, whether they are at the seaor on land. Asyou can
9 are very diversified, we have al types, al sources, the 9 see, they look like me.
10 world in different countries |ooks at Miami-Dade for trade, 10 Every federal, state, and local officeis at stake
11 for business, for alot of entities. 11 here, it isnot just our house in theimmediate area, it's
12 The importance of Miami-Dade throughout the State of 12 everything. It isimportant for usto know our community
13 Floridais essential in many ways, monetarily, diversified, 13 leaders, it isimportant for us to know that they just
14 we cannot -- what I'm asking is that we do not take 14 don't come out during election time, but we often see them
15 anything from our district, anything we need more to our 15 at our little community meetings, we see them in the stores
16 district because of this tremendous, different aspects we 16 and we know them by name, and that makes us feel like we
17 have and we make a difference on. 17 aretruly a part of agpeciad community.
18 And | want you to please look at this, look at the 18 We ask, what are we demanding? Do we dare ask, do we
19 importance of Miami-Dade and consider that as part of your 19 dare demand? We are demanding as alifelong citizen of
20 districting. Thank you. 20 this United States that you take my vote and our vote
21 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thirty-gix. 21 wisdly. Weask you, do not diluteit. You see, idedlly,
22 MS. SUMNER: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairperson, members 22 ideally make our vote count, that one vote fairly and
23 of the committee. My name is Albena Sumner, I'm the 23 wisdly. Thank you.
24 president of the Allapattah Home Owners Association, | 24 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thirty-eight, 38.
25 residein Congressiona District 17, my Congressvoman is 25 MR. CHARLES: Mr. Chairman, members of the committee,
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1 Carrie T. Meek, Senate District 40. My State Senator is 1 good evening and welcome to my county, Miami-Dade County,
2 Daryl Jones, state Digtrict 109. My Representative is 2 Florida. I'm here to represent myself asalong-time
3 Dorothy Mindingall. 3 Miami-Dade county resident. | am an American of Haitian
4 | am here today simply to state on behaf of my 4 African-American descent. Whatever that makes me, that's
5 organization, my family, and the members of my association 5 what | am.
6 that we are -- we do not want our district lines redrawn. 6 | would like to commend you, first of all, for
7 We have sent you the best and the brightest that we have to 7 bringing this process, to bring it up to anew highin
8 offer; they represent the best among us and they're there 8 fairness. And I'm here to speak, second of al, asa
9 to speak for us. They have informed us, they have made us 9 vice-chairman of the Miami-Dade County Republican party. |
10 amore intelligent electorate and quite frankly, we don't 10 am pleased to be here to ask you for your very important
11 need to have those lines redrawn. Thank you. 11 commitment in preserving the gains that the
12 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 37, 37, 37? 12 African-American community has made during the last decade.
13 MS. KING: Good evening, Chairperson, and committee. 13 After going for more than a hundred years without any
14 | want to thank you for being here tonight, but most of 14 representation at a congressional level a Washington,
15 al, | want to thank those of uswho attended. Give 15 D.C., we now have three African-Americans in Congress from
16 yourselves a hand, plesse. 16 the State of Florida. Y ou cannot turn back the clock and
17 It's very important in our community that we do indeed 17 dilute our vote and strength. | am here to ask for your
18 comeout. My nameis Audrey King and | am amember of the 18 firm guarantee that you will not reduce or dilute the
19 Miami-Dade, North Dade Community Council Three. 19 African-American voting strength in Florida, particularly
20 An example of our representation from our area, 20 herein South Florida. We aso ask you for a guarantee for
21 previously we had Representatives we thought from our area 21 the Senate and House seats districts as well.
22 Unfortunately for us, we found out different because 22 Remember ten years ago, we fight Democratic majority
23 immediately when we had Representatives who look like us as 23 plans, to only give us alimited ability to elect
24 part of Congress, as a part of the State Representatives 24 candidates of our choice. It wasn't until the minority
25 and as a part of thelocal government, we somehow managed 25 part, Republican part, for mgjority parts, and NAACP and
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1 individual legidators, like Brown, Daryl Jones and Jm 1 contiguity, compactness.
2 Hagler (phonetic) that our community got the voicein 2 I will say this, although the gerrymandering is not as
3 government that we deserved. 3 bad as some of the congressiona digtricts that we have
4 And they have to go to court to give us our 4 seen; however, we have dready indicated that thereisa
5 representation and our rights. The elected Democretic 5 community of interest among al of the communitiesin this
6 majority refused to recognize our legitimate and deserved 6 district, North, Central and South Dade.
7 levels of representation for more than a hundred years, and 7 One other factor other than race should be considered.
8 especialy inthelast ten years. 8 The areas that she represents are those areas which are
9 All African-Americans are watching you to seeif you 9 impacted by the economically disadvantaged and she has been
10 will do a better job thistime. We encourage you to keep 10 arepresentative of the poor throughout her career. North
11 all the districts which encompass African-American 11 Dade on behdf of the Haitian community, she protected the
12 communities interests from being split or diluted. 1f 12 right of Haitian children that were in Guantanamo. In
13 there are any other minority areas that have grown since of 13 central Dade, we had people here from OTEC who are being
14 the Haitian-American community, we encourage you to 14 impacted by the justification process as public housing is
15 strongly look at keeping them together. To do anything 15 being transformed.
16 lesswould be discriminatory in intent and act. 16 And, of course, in South Dade, | don't need to tell
17 Thank you very much for being here and | hope that you 17 you what her rolewasin Andrew. So, I'm telling you, my
18 will do the right thing. 18 friends, we have alot of people in these aress that she
19 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 39 has withdrawn. Number 40. 19 represents, are very anxious.
20 Number 40. Number 41. 20 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Twenty seconds.
21 MR. DUE: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, and friends, 21 MR. DUE: We need to have that structure maintained to
22 my nameis John Due. | live at 19620 Bellaire Drive, | am 22 make sure that the people, persons that follow her, have
23 the Associate Generd Counsdl for the NAACP for education, 23 the same commitment. As Ball and Bernstein (phonetic)
24 and | am here on behalf of my community and | am here on 24 says, let's keep hope dive. Thank you.
25 behalf of the poor. 25 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 42, 42. Number 43. Number 44.
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1 We need to think of objective reasons why we want to 1 MS. GREGORY: Good afternoon, Mr. Chair, and
2 maintain, and why I'm advocating that we maintain, the 17th 2 Representatives. My nameisWillie Mae Gregory, | ana
3 Congressiond Digtrict. My family, and my wife's family, 3 senior citizen and aday careworker. You might cdl it a
4 have been friends of the Meek family for two generations, 4 day care worker, but | take care of my mother, who isill.
5 but suppose President Bush appoints Congresswoman Meek 5 | take care of her in my home, sheisjust like a baby now,
6 tomorrow to a position that will take her away from her 6 but before voting started here in Florida, she was able to
7 position in Congress, | say that we still need to maintain 7 vote and her vote was counted and thisis the way | know
8 the district asit isand | have certain credentialsto 8 myself, | vote and | hope my vote be counted.
9 indicate the reasons for that. Yes, being aformer intern 9 If you listen to me today, please remember to keep our
10 with the Board of Education project out of Atlanta, 10 district asit is.
11 Georgia, | interviewed Mickey Shreibner (phonetic) two 11 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 45, 45.
12 weeks before he was killed in Mississippi, so I'm very 12 MS. TOWNSEND: Hello, Mr. Chairman, and members of the
13 familiar with the terroristic actions that had taken place 13 committee, welcome to Miami-Dade County. My nameis
14 to deny black people theright to vote. 14 Dorothy Townsend and | am the executive director for the
15 I'm a'so familiar with Florida's role, maybe not 15 South Florida Jobs with Justice. | reside in both District
16 terroristic, however covert means that are till being used 16 36, Senate District 36, and the 17th Congressional
17 to impair the vote as Commissioner Ferguson's aide has 17 Didtrict. My Senator and Congresswoman fight every day to
18 indicated. 18 ensure fair representation for working families throughout
19 Y ou need to read Florida Politics by V.O. Key, Jr. to 19 their district.
20 talk about how Florida has played itsrole. The standards 20 The workers in these districts have many specific
21 that we need to look to are those standards that has come 21 needs, socia services from the state, federal and
22 out of Shaw versus Reno and we need to look to Justice 22 government issues, citizenship, immigration issues, and
23 O'Connor who has indicated she doesn't want to be sitting 23 many heglth care service issues.
24 on the Supreme Court to maintain black homelands; however, 24 And our Representatives represent us very well in all
25 there are certain criteria that we need to look t, 25 aspects of the needs of our community. Itisvery
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1 important to maintain both of these districts as they exist 1 talking about those zip codes.
2 today. However, to address any undercount that may exist 2 | need somebody that looks like me. Thank you and God
3 in the affected areas of the city of North Miami and parts 3 blessyou and America.
4 of North Dade from Northern High School towards the county 4 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 48, Number 48, Number 49?
5 line road, our neighborhoods of similar interests and 5 MS. HILL: Good evening, it is a pleasure for meto be
6 cultural diversities, and if you are going to do anything 6 here this afternoon to really elaborate about two facts and
7 within these digtricts, | would ask that you expand but do 7 the problems not only in Dade County, not only in the city,
8 not take anything away from these districts. Thank you. 8 but the whole nation.
9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Forty-six, 46, 47, 47, and 49. Okay, 9 | am the founder of the policies and the laws and the
10 would 48 and 49 come on up to the front -- maybe 48 can 10 funding coming out of Washington, D.C, on policies and laws
11 come on up to the front and be ready? Thisis47? All 11 from 1962, 1967, it's very well documented,
12 right, welcome. 12 I'm wellOdocumented in the United States code books.
13 MR. SIMS: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, and to the 13 | haven't heard this here this afternoon, we were
14 committee, | am here today, | am the Reverend Willy Sims, | 14 talking about alot of political propaganda, diverted,
15 am the director of the Black Affairs Advisory Board for 15 circumvented and plain interference of these laws, whichis
16 Miami-Dade County. | am aso amember of the community 16 not benefiting the poor as these laws were designed to
17 relations board staff. | am the individual that is called 17 reach. When it comes through these states and it comes
18 upon whenever there are problems in this community, when 18 through to us, the poor, | know you want to know who |
19 our community is disrupted, | am the one out there leading 19 represent, every poor person here, not only in Dade County,
20 the charge, putting my life on the line to bring this 20 but throughout the nation. 1'm the founder of CAA, I'm the
21 community back together. 21 founder of Economic Opportunity Action amendment, I'm the
22 This committee can help me by doing the right thing. 22 founder of Head Start, I'm the founder of dl of it, all of
23 By understanding that in America, that everyone lovesto 23 these policies and laws, which have been diverted and
24 see someone that 1ooks like them, representing them; and a 24 interfered with, and it'stime to cut out the political
25 lot of people have stood here this afternoon and attempted 25 rhetoric, and get on track.
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1 to be as eloquent as possible, but | pride mysalf in 1 I'd like to know how it got off track. Itisso, to
2 telling it likeit, I-S is. 2 my knowledge, thanks to Ms. Carrie Meek, it'sapicture
3 | leave the eloquence to al of the others, but | want 3 here where she was brought into EOPI from my effortsto
4 to tell you that | have two daughters, Veronda Simsis 24 4 help train the team to get diplomas.
5 and Randy, who is 7, and | would like to see both of them 5 And it's so good to know that she represents me, the
6 to see someone like Congresswoman Meeks and dl of those 6 founder, and we are going to have to straighten up, sir.
7 others, 22, that represent the Black Caucus, people that 7 Y ou are legidative bodies and we do have laws here and
8 look like them that they have a chance one day to be. 8 it'son the books. | have been registered at the State of
9 And I know, | stand here and ask you, like others, not 9 Floridaand thisislargely to establish aregiona office
10 to divide our districts, but | stand for a different 10 in Dade County, my home, where | graduated from, reared up
11 reason. My reason that | want to close with, that you 11 from and first of all, | am anatura born Floridian and |
12 probably will never like me the next time you see me, but | 12 am aproduct of Overtown. And | also am aproduct of ten
13 redlly don't care. | tell young people al of thetimeit 13 children that were reared up and graduated from Booker T.
14 isgood for me to see people that look like me because | 14 Washington High School.
15 have never seen a dog teaching barking lessons -- | mean, a 15 And so, | want you to know that we are going to have
16 cat teaching barking lessons at an all-dog school. And | 16 to get on track. Y ou can get anything, you can creste
17 have never seen a cat -- a dog teaching tree-climbing 17 anything from this at these local levels, but because this
18 lessons at an all-cat school. 18 isthe local approach, and it's not going to work until we
19 | need somebody that looks like me that | can talk to, 19 get the regional office established and call Mary
20 that when | talk about Overtown, they don't need a map. 20 (inaudible) in to finish what | started from the White
21 That when | talk about Northwestern, they don't ask where, 21 House and then it will reach the poor.
22 that when | talk about my street needs paving, they don't 22 We do not care about redistricting, thisis more
23 ask why, when | talk about crime in the cities, when | talk 23 important than your districting; we have poor people here
24 about the district where AIDS isthe highest in all of the 24 are suffering, they are not getting services, they are not
25 State of Floridaand dl of the nation, they know where I'm 25 getting anything. | have $4.0 million here, it never
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1 reached me or the poor. | am the one who got the riot 1 tax credit legidation that brought employersinto our
2 money in here, it never reached us. Well, why isit that 2 area. With other cities having similar challenges, such as
3 everybody else gets credit and we are suffering like this, 3 El Portel, City of Miami, North Miami, we must keep Opa
4 and not benefitting from these laws that | founded? 4 Lockain District 36. Thank you.
5 Sir, | am the founder, and I'm the one who brought it 5 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Fifty-two.
6 in the State of Florida and please take your hands off of 6 MR. CANTA: Mr. Chairman, members of the redistricting
7 Dade County, or 69, you know what I'm talking about. 7 committee, ladies and gentlemen, good evening. | am David
8 And when | give thisto people that are in power here 8 Canta, chairman of the board of directors of the Florida
9 asthey claim, they fal on their deef ears, they get their 9 Golden Dreamers Association located at 9823 Northeast Miami
10 own programs, they get their own moneys diverted and 10 Shores, Florida
11 lobbied and labored. Thisisgoing to haveto stop. We're 11 | come from the scattered but numerous fast-growing
12 going to haveto do it under statutory law. 12 Filipino-American and Asian communities. Our community is
13 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Twenty seconds. 13 composed mostly of doctors and nurses, are located within
14 MS. HILL: And I'm asking you today, get on track, 14 the length and breath of the 17th Congressional Didtrict.
15 Legidators, thisis alegidative matter and | thank you. 15 For on this site are hospitals, clinics, and nursing homes
16 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 50. Number 50. 16 where they work. Likewise, in this areas are Similar crew
17 MS. KILLINGS: | am ahome owner and aretiree. | 17 men working on different coastal highways. They locate in
18 livein Dade County housing 18 years and | moved out and | 18 these areas for they work in the Port of Miami.
19 am a home buyer now since 1990, so | would like to see 19 These workers with H-1 visas have different
20 things kind of remain the way we are in District 2 and 20 immigration problems. The doctors and nursesin order to
21 don't move us around because thisis a political party 21 maintain their working status must have to take and pass
22 district so eager -- isthiswhy the district is so eager 22 the State board examination. Crewmen who were terminated
23 to move people around to other areas where they could meet 23 have the same problem. The crewmen, in order to be
24 -- rule people out, phase them out where they'll have other 24 employed, through the various agencies in the Philippines,
25 people that outnumber us? 25 must have to put in enormous sums of money.
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1 We would like to remain in our district and we want to 1 To raise the needed amount, those who had no
2 keep Didtrict 17 the same asit isand we would just like 2 sufficient funds, had to either mortgage or sdll any
3 to seeit the way it isand not break up our community, the 3 disposable property, but particularly even the only
4 same way you did in 1965 when you brought the expressway 4 treasured official land that they own. Some unscrupulous,
5 over town, who lost the property? Black people. 5 exploiting agencies cunningly and suddenly, under ambiguous
6 And it looks like to me that that's what they are 6 terms prepared contracts that are too onerous or cloaked
7 till trying to do again, but | just want to say that | 7 with deceptive phrases, in order to take advantage of the
8 think the Census Bureau made a big mistake too, the people 8 applicants.
9 was not counted because last week we were at a meeting that 9 Most of these workers after working for amonth or so
10 said that it was only 88,000 peoplein Liberty City and | 10 found themselves jobless as the agencies terminated their
11 know that's not true, so they need to relook it over again 11 contracts. With these districts in a precarious and
12 and leave our community alone and let people go keep their 12 despondent state, some found their way into the office of
13 own and they can fix it up, tear it down, do whatever they 13 Representative Meek, where they aired their grievances.
14 want to, and leave oursthe way it is, because I'm -- 'm a 14 With their tales of woe, our empathizing Representative
15 home owner and | want to stay that way. So thank you. 15 took the cudgels for them and sponsored the Legal
16 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 51. 16 Immigration and Family Act, which was signed into law by
17 MR. ROBINSON: Good evening, Chairman, members of the 17 President Clinton on December 21, 2000. These immigrant
18 committee, my name is Hansel Robinson, and | am aresident 18 workers who are through our representative airports were
19 of Senate Digtrict 36. | am involved in Opa Locka, the 19 ableto find solutions to their immigration problems and
20 front porch as acommunity liaison. It isimportant that 20 were given good jobs aswell.
21 we keep our current representation for incorporated and 21 Personally, | was also extended a helping hand. After
22 unincorporated Opa Locka. 22 working for more than 16 yearswith AARP, with good and
23 Our Senator has brought economic initiatives such as 23 excellent performance and evauations, when anew project
24 water and sewer improvement, public works improvements to 24 director took over under the guise of charity, she
25 our city. Four years ago, he sponsored the high crime area 25 inappropriately ordered my assignment to a host agency, a
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1 demotion and a discriminatory act. 1 being overlooked and whose authority is being underminded.
2 Forced to litigate, | secured counsdl from 2 With all due respect, being documented on White House
3 Congresswoman Carrie Meek, and with her invaluable 3 books, the concept of the EOPI, Head Start, New Day Care,
4 assistance, | was able to pursue my course of action. Upon 4 Human Services and the Anti-poverty Program, Titus Hemrig
5 becoming aware that Florida has the highest number of 5 Grant, revenue sharing, these benefits are not, | repeat
6 HIV/AIDS among 44 states -- 6 are not, benefiting the poor asit was originaly designed
7 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Y ou have 30 seconds. 7 to do so.
8 MR. CANTA: -- Congressiwoman Meek held an HIV Summit 8 Thisisademand for the extension of the economic
9 on July 28, 200I; effective solutions were evolved to 9 opportunity at and beyond its present expiration date of
10 combat this scourge. Without a dedicated public servant 10 June 30th, 1971, local government. And thisisthe law and
11 sensitive to the concerns of our communities be amply fair, 11 it will be executed. Y ou can hold us accountable for the
12 just and nonpartisan exercise of itsdiscretion in 12 services we can and will give. Thank you.
13 effecting the needed redistricting to the extent possible. 13 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 55. Fifty-five.
14 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 52, 53. 14 MR. JONES: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, and
15 MS. McELRQY: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, and 15 distinguished panelists, my name is Brian Johnson,
16 members of the committee, | appreciate this opportunity to 16 president of the Reconstructive Florida Memoria College
17 speak to you thisevening. | am Bess McElroy, president of 17 Chapter of the NAACP. | bring to you this evening the
18 PUL SE, which stands for People United to Lead the Struggle 18 concerns of the typically overlooked and disenfranchised
19 for Equality. My organization represents some 57-plus 19 minority youth of Miami-Dade County. More specificaly, |
20 churches, which is combined together represents citizens 20 bring with me arequest of the Florida Memoria College
21 totaling more than 75,000. And these people live herein 21 student body, the request that you collectively do not
22 South Floridain District 17. 22 remove from us our Congresswoman Carrie Meek.
23 | believe | echo the sentiments of these individuals 23 Asyou have heard this evening, Senator Meek has
24 for we share many of the same concerns, especidly in the 24 provided so many things to the aviation community and so
25 aress of social services and educeational opportunities. 25 many other local businesses, which have in turn created
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675 DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS (850) 488-9675
Page 91 Page 93
1 Our Representative, Congresswoman Carrie Meek, and our 1 opportunities for us, i.e., scholarship money and part-time
2 other local Representatives, serve us and they serve us 2 jobs, creating less need for student and parent loans
3 well, for they are familiar with the congtituentsin our 3 alowing usto get out more quickly and become a grester
4 community, they understand our needs and therefore, they 4 service to the mainstream economy because wein turn incur
5 work for the good of the people and, thus far, we have 5 less debt while obtaining this val uable educetion.
6 benefited greatly from their efforts. 6 We understand that adjustments have to be made, we
7 We ask that you do not make change for change sake, we 7 only ask that this not beit. To take away our Senator
8 realize that progress must be made. | hope that you will 8 could be considered the equivalent of taking candy away
9 serioudly consider the concerns that are being presented 9 from a baby, it probably wouldn't be too hard, but why?
10 here to you today by the citizens and not needlessly redraw 10 The emotional and psychological effects of these
11 thelines. | believe that afair process should be 11 seemingly vain zoning attempts of past and present till
12 implemented and that process should include the will of the 12 haunt our minds and by taking away our voice, you take away
13 people. 13 many of our hope. We have alower crimerate in our
14 Right now, our district is drawn in such away to 14 community, not necessarily because our criminal justice
15 effect the most effective representation that addresses the 15 system is effective in its attempt, but because of the help
16 most important issues of concerns for the people in our 16 of the Meeks and the Wilsons and those in their corners.
17 community. In other words, nothing is broken and nothing 17 Economic opportunities leading to social and mental
18 needsfixing. | ask that you please do not change the 18 stability, ultimately cresting stronger family valuesand a
19 present district lines. Thank you. 19 stronger community are now aredlity.
20 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Fifty-four. 20 As arepresentative of my peers, | would rightly be
21 MS. PETERKIN: Good evening. Hi, | am 23 yearsold, a 21 considered inadequate to alow usto fall victim to
22 mother of two, and a concerned citizen, and | am spesking 22 contrived confusion, commonly termed politics. As
23 on behalf of the Bumper Group and on behalf of al poor 23 individuals and as a committee, your purpose isto serve
24 people regardless to race, creed or color. Also, a 24 the people of the State of Florida, including
25 representative on behalf of Ms. Mary Hill whose efforts are 25 African-Americans, Anglo-Americans, Hispanics,
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1 Haitian-Americans, and Oriental members of our communities. 1 map that we have prepared for you that the District has a
2 Thisday, you have heard from representatives of each of 2 significant accumulation of perceived and actual
3 these cultures; therefore, | thank you in advance for 3 environmental impacts.
4 voting No on Floridaredistricting, 2001. Thank you. 4 Unfortunately, this density of problem propertiesis
5 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Fifty-gix. 5 all too representative of the environmental inequity that
6 MR. JONES: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, and members of 6 poorer communities have experienced in the past. Thisis
7 the committee, my name is LeRoy Johnson, and I'm a student 7 why I'm here tonight. Our role as independent assessors
8 here and | represent the NAACP on campus and as | spesk to 8 and expertsin the cleanup of contaminated communitiesis
9 you tonight, | spesk to experience, from experience, 9 greatly enhanced by the knowledge and experience, and
10 experience on redigtricting. I'm from Louisana. The 4th 10 actions of Congresswoman Meek.
11 Congressional Didtrict that was represented by Mr. Cleo 11 Sheisastrong advocate for addressing these concerns
12 Fields; for those who don't know, as the youngest person to 12 and | feel that redistricting will expose the residents of
13 serve in the Congress, at the age of 30, he authorized 13 this community to a political arenain which these
14 legidation, establishing drug-free zones near campuses and 14 significant priority issues will again be de-emphasized and
15 intercity economic development programs, and congressional 15 will negatively impact the inroads we have made towards
16 classrooms for elementary through secondary students, in 16 environmental justice.
17 order for being the first of its kind, the concept about 17 Mr. Chair, within the geography boundary of the 17th
18 leadership and self-esteem for understanding the 18 Congressiona Digtrict are over 244 Brownfield properties
19 governmental progress which is so important. 19 and an additional 144 perceived Brownfields. The variety
20 In comparison to Mr. Fields, Congresswoman Meeks from 20 of contamination goes from inadvertent contamination, and
21 evidence and the trial tonight has been apillar in her 21 from deliberate contamination as a consequence of unwise
22 community and she should maintain her current district for 22 and carelessindustrial processes, isamajor inhibitor to
23 the sake of the community. Thank you. 23 economic revitalization.
24 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 57. 24 Our effortsto initiate an economic cycle to remediate
25 MR. TISDAL: Mr. Chairman, and committee, | am a 25 these derelict and abandoned propertiesisin large part
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1 resident of Dade County for some 45 years. | would just 1 aided by her representation continuity of the District.
2 like to reiterate some of the things that have been said 2 Many of these areas are just now &t the cusp of seeing some
3 and keep the redistricting of District 17. Thank you. 3 redevel opment activity and much of the redevelopment
4 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Members, we will now teke a 4 momentum is directly attributed to Congresswoman Meek.
5 five-minute break. We will start back at 7:05. 5 Sheisakey player in directly funding for an
6 (Brief bresk.) 6 empowerment zone to Miami, she's assisted in ensuring
7 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, let's 7 completion of the Poinciana project aswell as asmall
8 resume and we'll begin with speaker Number 58. Number 58. 8 business resource for the community. Of course, she's
9 Speaker Number 58. Welcome to the public hearing. 9 responsible for countless other projects --
10 DR. EBADIAN: Good evening, Mr. Chair, and committee 10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thirty seconds.
11 members, my nameis Dr. Ebadian. | serve the committee as 11 DR. EBADIAN: -- that will improve and promote
12 the director of the Hemispheric Environmental Technology at 12 economic revitalizetion in the Didtrict. | therefore urge
13 Florida International University. We perform environmental 13 you to consider the essential fact that communities require
14 services that assist our community and are helping the 14 community leaders and Representatives which share the
15 community by ensuring a stable economic foundation for the 15 experience and implement knowledge of those communities. |
16 17th Congressional District. 16 believe we should maintain the district as currently
17 The Center isakey player in performing environmental 17 bounded and let the community retain its strongest advocate
18 assessments, developing remediation plans, and designing 18 and mogt effective voice. Thank you.
19 information tools that assist in the improvement of the 19 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 59. Fifty-nine.
20 environmental condition of the District. 20 MR. JONES: If we have learned anything from the last
21 Congresswoman Meek has been a strong proponent for an 21 election, it isthat the right to vote means theright to
22 efficient and effective cleanup of environmental insults 22 have one vote count, but count cannot mean simply the
23 that have occurred in years past within the Digtrict. It 23 counting of heads, it has to mean in the words of Justice
24 is evident from the widespread assessment Phase one and 24 Brennan and Thornburg versus Jingles, a meaningful voice.
25 Phase two that we have performed, and asillustrated by the 25 And thisidea of ameaningful voice cannot smply bea
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1 rule of law, | would argue that it has to be an article of 1 experience something close to rebirth.
2 faith, a sacred principle that you follow as you go through 2 We need to |et that process continue. We need to
3 your process. 3 continue to try to give ameaningful voiceto -- to groups
4 My nameis Donald Jones. I'm a professor of law at 4 which were previoudy disenfranchised and to tamper with
5 the University of Miami where | teach Congtitutional Law 5 that democratic formula which has begun to work, and begun
6 and I'm here on behalf of African-Americansand the poor 6 to work so marvelously with such magic would be to tamper
7 who live in south Dade and whether you talk about District 7 with hope.
8 17, and | want to say that, | want to add my voice to those 8 It seemsto methat if --
9 who admire the great Congresswoman Carrie Meek, when you 9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thirty seconds.
10 talk about District 17 or when you talk about Senate 10 MR. JONES: -- having -- believing in a meaningful
11 Didtrict 40, you are talking about a District which is not 11 voice isfaith, then you are threatened with temptation,
12 only dense with African-Americans, but dense with poverty 12 the temptation of partisanship, the temptation of
13 and other problems, unemployment, Overtown, 68 percent, a 13 colorblindness. | want to say that to do anything else but
14 problem that's intimately related with our history of 14 to maintain or increase the political power of minoritites
15 racia block voting. 15 will beto be devisive.
16 Onejudge described it this way, he said that when 16 And | think that we're at apoint in our history and
17 whites tend to vote, they vote for whites, when Hispanics 17 after al this has happened, particularly on September
18 vote they tend to vote for Hispanics, and when the whites 18 11th, in which we can no longer think in partisan ways, we
19 and Hispanics can't vote for each other, they tend to vote 19 can't think as Democrats, we can't think as Republicans, we
20 against blacks. Thisisafedera judge commenting on the 20 can only now think as Americans. Keep the faith.
21 history of racia block voting in Florida. 21 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Sixty-one.
22 Thereis-- | can't give you alegal argument, but | 22 MR. LaFORTUNE: Good evening, committee. Residing at
23 can give you two simple truths, one of them isthis, there 23 13245 Avenue, Miami. I'm currently the chairman of the
24 is arelationship between political power of aminority and 24 HAGC Foundation. We advocate for Haitian empowerment of
25 economic power. When you maintain or increase minority 25 Haitian nationals. We will come before this committee
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1 representation, then that is the same or better than giving 1 today. Beforel go further, | want to urge al of you the
2 agrant of money or funds. 2 need to maintain as the current district for commissioner
3 Another smple truth, if the population in Miami -- in 3 in Digtrict 17, Senate District 26 and House District 108.
4 Dade County has increased, the black population has 4 | know personally dl of those Respresentativeson a
5 increased, that should lead, without crunching any numbers, 5 personal level and also | know that they serve their
6 to an increase in the political power of minorities, not 6 congtituents very well. | want to stress as well the need
7 the other way around. And if anything else happens, then | 7 to unify the District 104 so that it becomes more compact
8 think that simple truth will resonate in court. 8 and provide for the, the same language, and similar
9 Now, we should be able to go from simple truths to 9 immigration status to elect a candidate of their own.
10 smplejustice. It seemsto me that there may be many 10 And two major arguments. First, criticism about the
11 areas in which we can be colorblind, but thisis not one of 11 Redistricting process as it relates to minorities and
12 them. | think that -- what was it -- from Reconstruction 12 community of interest. Two, does the Haitian community be
13 to 1992, African-Americans hadn't elected an congressman, 13 considered as a community of interest? Even though | have
14 minorities, if we had to trand ate their conditionsinto a 14 lived in south Florida for the past 21 years, thisisthe
15 song, it would be, my God, my God, | just can't see why 15 first timethat | am privileged to participate in the
16 democracy remains for everybody but me. 16 redistricting process. No reassurance from the state gave
17 We need to move from colorblindness to color 17 consideration to my community.
18 consciousness. | think as the wiser says, the problem of 18 For some reason, the power of Haitian, to keep that
19 the 20th century was the problem of the color line. Maybe 19 process far away from the public scrutiny and away from
20 the problem with the 21st century is the problem of 20 public participation. Request from acommunity should not
21 colorblindness. But the problem is that we need to move 21 be conducted as or -- or exercise | eft to the discretion of
22 forward. A process began in 1992, a processin which hands 22 anindividual. Specific reslagsvague. It must be
23 which were broken with powerlessness and despair began to 23 partial, it must been fair and just for all.
24 straighten themselves out, in which communities which were 24 In these debates, non-Hispanics must be provided with
25 wracked with crime and drugs began to straighten up and 25 represent their self-interest aslong as discriminationsis
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1 full tilted. Some of their of the city wide act of 1965, 1 in our county. The dollar value to our community values at
2 such as compactness, and sharing a set of common values and 2 over $10 million annually.
3 interests. We the 2000 Census shows that the experience 3 The Miami Job Corps Center, which was possible through
4 for potential growling in the past ten years. Most of this 4 Congresswoman Carrie Meek, also serves as amajor mesting
5 growth is attributed specificaly to immigrants who chose 5 facility for various community groups and organizations and
6 the greet state of Florida to be their home for Miami-Dade 6 the Miami-Dade Police Academy Turnaround Program.
7 county, two out of three residents are foreign born. 7 Congresswoman Meek does not only stop with the youth, she
8 Today to seize the occasion to make decisions so thatr 8 aso holds regular senior citizen townhall meetingsin
9 Miami-Dade can reflect -- 9 which seniors come out to the Job Corps Centers to get
10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Y ou have 15 seconds -- 10 valuable information.
11 MR. LaFORTUNE: -- through diversity by putting 11 They get information about Socia Security, Medicaid
12 committees of interest. Mr. Chairman, give me 30 seconds 12 benefits, hints on how to stay safe and other information
13 please. 13 critical to the life of the senior citizen. Congresswoman
14 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. If youwould liketo 14 Carrie Meek knows our community and she hears us out. We
15 submit your written text to the committee, that would be 15 have no problems meeting with her personally in the local
16 fine. Would you like to do that? Thank you for coming 16 office or in Washington, D.C.
17 today. Number 62. 17 Every year, we are able to take our student government
18 MR. CEREZO: Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, 18 representatives to Washington. She takes time out of her
19 good evening and welcome to Miami. My nameis Luis Cerezo 19 busy schedule to meet with them, to introduce them to the
20 and | am director of the Miami Job Corps Center located in 20 Condtitution of the United States. The Congresswoman is
21 the Carol City section of Miami-Dade County. 21 very dear to the Job Corps community and we need her
22 It isan honor for me to appear before this committee 22 representation in Washington to keep this national program
23 this evening to talk about the wonderful work Congresswoman 23 strong, but more importantly, we need her here in District
24 Carrie Meek has done for the youth of Carol City and the 24 17 to support Carroll City and the surrounding communities
25 great State of Florida. It was through the initiative of 25 which she represents.
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1 Congresswoman Meek that we were able to get not one, but 1 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Y ou have 30 seconds.
2 two Job Corps Centers here in our county, one of whichis 2 MR. CEREZO: We are asking that you consider keeping
3 in Didtrict 17. 3 Didtrict 17 asitis. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and members
4 The Job Corps Center in Carroll City has 109 employees 4 of the committee for your time.
5 who provide training to over 450 youth annualy. This 5 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 63, 63.
6 program, a national program that has been around for over 6 MS. PITTMAN: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, and the
7 35 years, has proven that it judtifiesits cost, noting 7 committee, my nameis Amila Pittman. | am onthe
8 that it returns about $2 to society for every dollar spent. 8 Miami-Dade community council for Area 3, | resdein State
9 If it were not for the initiative and support of 9 House 104 Didtrict, the Senate House 38, and in
10 Congresswoman Carrie Meek, many of the at-risk youth living 10 Congressional Didtrict 17.
11 in District 17 would not have an opportunity to get 11 | represent community. | serve my neighborhood and
12 valuable training; they would be on our streets unemployed 12 community in avariety of capacities such as the Hibiscus
13 without an opportunity to secure the skills needed to get 13 Neighborhood Watch Coordinator, Area 331 Miami-Dade County
14 and keep ajob. 14 Community Council board member and as amember for several
15 We, the people, living and/or working in District 17 15 advisory boards and volunteer boards that focus on hedlth,
16 would like to keep Congresswoman Meek as our 16 environment, and education.
17 Representative. She understands the needs of this 17 Professionaly, | am a hedth care provider and very
18 community and has been responsive. It is through her 18 familiar with health care disparity, just one of the many
19 efforts that over 80 percent of the graduates of the Miami 19 legacies of discriminatory practicesin the past. | come
20 Job Corps are now employed. These young people are now 20 before you today as a matter of my civic duty and
21 able to give back to the community by the dollars they 21 responsibility, in search of fundamental fairness,
22 spend in the loca businesses and volunteering in community 22 requesting that you either dilute or reduce the voting
23 events. Thefact that her initiatives were able to get not 23 strength in Florida, that you maintain the State Senate and
24 one, but two job forcesis commendable. 24 State House Districts, and although the 2000 Census missed
25 This has 102 throughout the United States and two here 25 200,000 in the great State of Florida with more than 44,000
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1 from south Florida, that this redistricting committee and 1 process and outcome. Respect the integrity of our
2 process make provisions to leave no one behind or out of 2 environment, acknowledge established political boundaries,
3 the democratic process. 3 support districts that are inherently functional.
4 This current administration and Legidature, although 4 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you for appearing. If you would
5 not perfect is functional, effective, and has the desire 5 like to submit your written statement, that would be grest.
6 and capacity to serve, educate, recognize, address, and 6 Number 64.
7 provide for the unique educational, cultural, economic, 7 MR. MAYS: Mr. Chairman, and committee members, my
8 environmental, and civic needs of this community in ways 8 nameis Morris Mays, aresident of District 17 and an
9 that have not been redlized before. 9 employee of Miami-Dade County. She played akey rolein
10 My presence before you is atestimony to that. Just 10 providing over $100 million in federal assistance to help
11 this year, we had an HIV summit to address the specific 11 rebuild Dade County after the devastation caused by
12 hedlth care needs of this community. We had 12 Hurricane Andrew and guided through Congress legidation to
13 Representatives such as Representative Wilson who leads by 13 improve Dade County's transit system, airport and seaport
14 example, reaching out and crossing partisan, ethnic and 14 to construct a new family and child care center in North
15 cultural lines for the common good of al people and 15 Miami-Dade County, to rebuild the Homestead Air Force
16 communities, for education, for the health and the welfare 16 Reserve Base, and to fund at Miami-Dade County a community
17 of this community. 17 college, one of the nation's most advanced aviation
18 Thelegacy of discriminatory practices permeates 18 training programs.
19 generation and administration like avirusin a healthy 19 In a speech to the International Union of Policemen on
20 body. Although initialy functional in appearance, if left 20 July 21, 1996 in Miami Beach, Congresswoman Carrie Meek
21 unattended, it eventually displays its true character of 21 stated, "Until we all start to take responsibility, until
22 destruction and ultimately death. From Jm Crow lawsto 22 we do dl we can to improve the character of our
23 recial profiling and double standards and immigration laws, 23 communities, we will never break the cycle of
24 it &ill existstoday. Typicaly, itisredizedin 24 indifference.”
25 disproportionate health disparities such as heart disease, 25 She went on to say, "We can make the greatest nation
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1 cancer, diabetes and AIDS. 1 on God's earth, the safest nation on God's earth. America
2 Commercially, our urban communities suffer from 2 may be dow to riseto achallenge, but our history has
3 malignant decay due to benign neglect, a deficiency of 3 shown that once we make up our mindsto really do
4 commercial blood, and the lack of a balanced diet of 4 something, nothing can stand in our way."
5 economic devel opment. 5 Barry Caufman, executive director of Common Causein
6 Environmentally, our communities are subject to 6 Pennsylvania, was quoted in the Post Gazette, Harrisburg as
7 relentless abuse through illegal dumping and excessive 7 saying, "Redistricting is not supposed to be an incumbency
8 zoning of environmentally toxic businesses. These result 8 protection plan, what we want to do is encourage
9 in environment injustice in targeted zip codes. Because 9 competitive eections if the demographics dictate.”
10 South Florida prides itsdlf in being the gateway to the 10 The politica scientists at the University of North
11 Americans, we are heavily inundated with many immigrants 11 Carolinarecently declared, "Whosoever sets up the
12 who reside in our communities of color, such as District 12 legidative digtricts for the 2002 election, who basicaly
13 104. 13 sets up elections for the whole decade.”
14 Many of these individuals make up the 44,000 14 Redigtricting is simply the processin which district
15 undercounts from this past year's census. Although we 15 lines are drawn. Reapportionment is a redistribution of
16 pride ourselvesin our diversity, it isaburden that 16 seats among political units such as the redistribution of
17 stresses every industry such as education, the public 17 the 435 seats in the House of Representatives, among the
18 school system, public transportation and roadways 18 states after each decennial census. Redigtricting always
19 available, employment, affordable housing, access to hedth 19 occurs after reapportionment, but it may also occur because
20 and the integrity of our environment. 20 of apopulation shifts which do not affect the number of
21 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Twenty seconds. 21 sedts.
22 MS. PITTMAN: | ask that in your consideration and 22 Itisaprocess which isvital to the parties, both of
23 ddliberations that you apply objective criteria that will 23 which naturally seek to dominate the Legisature and
24 preserve district codes such as District 104, prevent voter 24 protect their incumbent legidators. If aparty isableto
25 dilution and other political strategies that manipulate the 25 control the manner in which Representatives are elected, it
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1 has a better chance of obtaining these goals. Asa 1 schools and the demographics of health concerns, both
2 recommendation to you, please take alook at two working 2 individual community are much more common north and south
3 models for redigtricting before you render adecision on 3 but not east and west, and the list can go on and on.
4 the area now represented by Congresswoman Carrie P. Meek, 4 The membership of the Miami-Dade NAACP is concentrated
5 it isour system and the New Jersey system, both of which, 5 in her district. Membership in religious groups such as
6 ours and New Jersey contain mechanisms which blunt but do 6 the A.M.E. Church and the Seaboard Baptist Association do
7 not eiminate partisan influence in redistricting. 7 likewise. Membership of community service organizations
8 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Y ou have 20 seconds. 8 such asthe CK THIS King of Clubs and sororities and
9 MR. MAYS: Both systemsto different degrees 9 fraternities such as the Alphas and HAAs are prevalent in
10 strengthen the hand of neutral redistricting criteria 10 these areas and have a common concern to servicein these
11 Perhaps the greatest common benefit of the two systems that 11 communities.
12 they prevent, the mgjority party from unfairly increasing 12 The NAACP is a nonpartisan organization whose
13 its existing advantage by manipulating district lines. | 13 membership consists of individuals of al races and creeds
14 hope this request is not too much to ask. Thank you. 14 who are committed to the principles of achieving justice
15 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 65. Sixty-five, 15 and equality and results, not just an abstract principle,
16 66, 66. 16 and we do this by wanting to close the gap that now exists.
17 MR. BROWN: Good evening, Senators, and 17 Nowhere are the needs in these areas greater than in
18 Representatives. My nameis Brad Brown and | am the 18 the digtrict represented by Congresswoman Meek.
19 president of the Miami-Dade branch of the NAACP. And | 19 Maintaining the integrity of the current district will
20 also am aresident of District 17 and I'm ably represented 20 ensure that the citizens of these areas will be able to be
21 in the Florida Senate by Daryl Jones and in the House by Ed 21 represented by someone whom they believe can best represent
22 Bullard. 22 these common concerns.  Splitting them into other areas
23 When Congresswoman Carrie Meek entered Congress amost 23 will result in other concerns and common interests becoming
24 ten years ago, many votersincluding myself felt that we 24 paramount and will result in isolation and
25 finally had someone who understood our concerns and shared 25 disenfranchisement, exascerbating aready stressed
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1 our interests. Now, the threat of redistricting hangs like 1 conditions. Thank you.
2 an evil shadow over us. The question istwofold. Inanew 2 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Sixty-seven.
3 digtrict, even if Congresswoman Meek could be redlected 3 MS. MOSLEY: Good evening. My nameisMarie Modey.
4 with the benefits of incumbency, would her replacement also 4 | am the president of the American Federation of State and
5 be someone who could represent our common interest and 5 County Municipa Employees of Solid Waste Management here
6 would these changes result in current constituents who now 6 in Miami-Dade County. |I'm aso an executive board member
7 feel their interests are represented be in effect 7 of Council 79in Tallahassee. | am afamiliar with alot
8 disenfranchised? 8 of faces and names here that | see today.
9 Congresswoman Meek has done an outstanding job 9 Chair and Speaker, | want to thank you all for
10 representing those of usin her district in the Congress as 10 bringing this hearing here to have us speak on behalf of
11 evidenced by her lack of challenges and overwhelming 11 the citizens of Miami-Dade County and residents who livein
12 support. While the importance of protecting incumbency is 12 this community, this district, and thisarea. With the
13 uppermost in our mind, the Miami-Dade branch of the NAACP 13 concerns as far asredistricting in this area, | think it
14 more importantly strongly supports maintaining the 14 isimportant to keep smilar communities of interest
15 integrity of her district. The traditional working class 15 grouped together. We have heard rumors that the community
16 communitiesin the southern end of her district that 16 is considering forming districts that will span from east
17 developed in most cases historically along railroad sidings 17 coast of Floridato the west coast. But my question is,
18 have little in common with adjacent new, expensive suburban 18 what possibly does Hialeah have to do with Naples?
19 development. They do have much in common with those 19 Okay, not only that, when we talk about "re," | have a
20 residentsin Digtrict 17 in the central and northern areas 20 couple of other questions that 1'd like to know about.
21 of the district. 21 When we speak of re, we have redone alot of things. |
22 These are where the public housing units, where the 22 mean, now we are redoing awar. | can think about of
23 units of Section 8 housing are, where the income and asset 23 saying just less than a century ago that we gave, we gave,
24 levels are similar, much more similar than they are east 24 taxpayers, we gave now acountry that hasrised (sic) up
25 and west. Theissueiswith regard to performancein 25 against us, to rebel against us. Everything that we redo,
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1 it comes back to haunt us. 1 significant number of its population, please alow thosein
2 The only thing that we need to redo is, as you have 2 the decision-making process to provide us with testimony,
3 come into this community, you have come through 95th 3 much consideration, and justification as to why these areas
4 Street. Y ou've come across 7th Avenue. Those are the 4 would have to suffer any loss. Again, | thank you for
5 things that you need to redo that will help the community. 5 alowing meto be apart of the redistricting process.
6 Asfar asdividing for diversity or for the strong 6 Thank you.
7 power of votes, we do not need that. We need to stay asa 7 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Sixty-nine.
8 community, joined together to vote. We voted you here that 8 MS. JUDD: Good evening. My nameis Elizabeth Judd.
9 Sit before us today as a community, and we need to continue 9 I'm amember of the Democratic Executive Committee,
10 to do that in the future. And asyou look around this 10 committee woman. 1I'm amember of the Democratic Black
11 school, thisis something that you can re, redo. 11 Caucus, Miami-Dade County. I'm aso an employee advocate
12 Y ou know, let'stalk about the portables. | looked at 12 of AFSCME, the public employees union, the number one
13 FIU today as | was coming from down south. I'm working on 13 union in the United States. As such, I'm exposed to the
14 aUnited Way campaign. And | see anew school there off of 14 community in the most detrimental way; economics,
15 117. There'sno portablesthere. Okay. But then | look 15 employment, thisisthe life blood of every personin
16 here, Miami Central has been here severa yearsand I've 16 America.
17 looked at other schools in other communities that the 17 | come to you today to talk about redistricting.
18 whites have moved out and that other ethnic groups have 18 Redidtricting is about voting. Voting isaprivilege.
19 moved into that consists of portables, portables, 19 Voting isaright. It's Americaspolicy. Votingis
20 portables. 20 citizenship which equals the part and parcel of the
21 So, if you want to redo something, if you want to redo 21 American dream, citizenship in these United States.
22 something, redo something that will become avalue. And 22 One of the thingsthat | often learned in high school
23 when | say "vaue," | mean an education and family ethnic 23 wascivics. | learned about the American government. And
24 groups, morals, these are the things that need to be 24 as such, | remember my teachers teaching me about the
25 redone. Yes, | amasingle parent and | raised three 25 American way, how we all have this political process where
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1 children at the Department of Solid Waste, whichisa 1 we go out and we compete and may the best person take
2 sanitation department. And | thank you. And | thank you. 2 office.
3 Thank you all. 3 And as such, after taking office, that we al come
4 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 68. 4 together as a country and we do the best for its
5 MS. WRIGHT: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, and members 5 citizenship. Thisissomething that | have lived and
6 of the committee. My name s Patricia Wright. My main 6 viewed as not being practiced. The examples that our
7 concern in this process is that the lines be drawn fairly. 7 politicians put forth today is not what | was taught. |
8 We, the people of Florida, do not want this process to be 8 was taught that we are onein this country. We are not a
9 simply a partisan exercise. We want the best outcome for 9 party. We are one nation.
10 each and every community. A major concern is keeping 10 | believe that September 11th came about because we
11 Didtrict 17 intact. Being amember -- being able to add to 11 had forgotten those basic civic lessons. | believe that
12 Didtrict 17 to make it better while keeping it together. 12 this community, this state, this country will be
13 Congresswoman Meek has been on the palitical 13 destabilized even further unless we learn from our lessons
14 battlefield for District 17 along time, hearing the cries 14 that we have been presented here, September the 11th. |
15 of the district and legping into action with and without 15 would hope that you would not destabilize my community. |
16 ammunition, along with other political leaders providing 16 would hope that you understand that there's a delicate
17 services, changes to benefit the community. 17 balance that exists when you bring together so many
18 Statistics show that 95 percent of black dollars are 18 different people with so many different cultures with so
19 spent in the white communities. | plead with you to alow 19 many differences. It'simportant that we have acommon
20 Digtrict 17, dong with the working empowerment zone -- I'm 20 goal that we can come around and to unite, believing, as
21 sorry, aong with the working empowerment zones that have 21 Professor Jones said, in the value of fairness, that there
22 been set up to continue to grow businesses and servicesin 22 isvaluein our government. That thereis value worth
23 our community so that our dollars can stay in our own 23 standing up for. That our government, which is supposed to
24 communities. 24 be ademocracy, when all is said and done --
25 Finally, if District 17 needsto lose or gain a 25 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Twenty seconds.
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1 MS. JUDD: -- at the end of the day, will stand for 1 Community Action Program which is recognized throughout the
2 the people and not for the party. | thank you very much 2 country as aquality and one of the best programsin
3 for this opportunity. 3 America. And also the empowerment zone projects, the
4 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 70. 4 Enterprise Zone and Hope Six, we would like to continue to
5 MR. DAWSON: Good afternoon, Mr. Chairman, local 5 work on those. And, Mr. Chair, when your committee has
6 committee, our elected Representatives, Congressvoman 6 finished itsfinal product, we would also invite you to
7 Carrie Meek, Digtrict 17, my State Senator, Senator 7 come back to this community so that we can dialogue with
8 Kendrick Meek, District 36, my House Representative, 8 you on the final process. Thank you.
9 Frederica Wilson, District 104. 9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 71.
10 | am here this afternoon to let you, the committee, 10 MR. GLASGOW: Good evening. Thank you, Mr. Chairman,
11 know that we are a community of multi-ethnic and cultural 11 and members of the House Redistricting Committee for
12 representatives and we aso do our politicsin this 12 alowing me to testify on some of the critical aspects of
13 community nonpartisan. | represent the North Central 13 redistricting and democratic reform and to offer my
14 Community Council as an elected councilman. | am aso the 14 insightsinto what this state can do to ensure fairnessin
15 chairperson for the community action program executive 15 the selection process by guaranteeing that all citizens are
16 committee. 16 represented at the table of governance.
17 First of dl, | want to thank our representatives who 17 My nameisRick Glasgow. | am the director of
18 have incumbent status, either in their current position or 18 community development for Miami-Dade's Office of Community
19 another position, prior to thislast election. I'm talking 19 and Economic Development. Miami-Dade County is the second
20 about our Congressady, Carrie Meek, Senator Kendrick Meek, 20 largest recipient of community development block grant
21 and also our State Representative, Frederica Wilson. 21 funds from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
22 I would like to thank you for bringing along our 22 Development in the country. We are second only to Los
23 newcomers, State Representative Dorothy 23 Angeles County. Hardee awards grants to entitlement
24 Bendross-Mindingall, Brutus, and also Wilbert "Tee" 24 jurisdictions on aformula basis as determined by three
25 Holloway, State Representative. | think that you have done 25 factors, the number of people with incomes below the
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1 anable job and one of the thingsthat | would like to 1 poverty level, age of the housing stock, and the low mod
2 plead to this committee to continue, wherever possible, 2 (sic) population.
3 let's continue the incumbency process in this particular 3 To ensure that these awards are utilized to empower
4 area because we sorely, sorely need it. 4 the people for whom they are intended, HUD defined certain
5 Our tourism businessis going down, we're going to 5 classifications within the entitlement jurisdiction as
6 need dl of the help that we can get from the State. Asa 6 neighborhood revitalization strategy areas or more commonly
7 result of what happened in New Y ork on the 11th, we 7 referred to asfocus areas. There are nine such focus
8 certainly are going to have problemsin the aviation 8 areas in Miami-Dade County, four of which: OpaLocka,
9 industry. We move alot of people in and out of this state 9 Wedey River, Montasuccee (phonetic) and Brownsville, are
10 who cometo visit our Disney World projects and also to do 10 included in Congressional District 17.
11 businessin our local communities and also out of South 11 Let me put these facts in the context of this public
12 America 12 hearing. The significance of having this number of low
13 So, we are going to need people who know the process 13 income communities within the district is that from a
14 and can keep the process going. So | plead to you for 14 regiona planning perspective, the elected Representetive
15 incumbency in the areas of the state where we can keep 15 for the district can engage in amore whole holistic and
16 them. As| said, we do our politics, mainly in this 16 comprehensive gpproach to address the needs of the
17 community, our local politics, in anonpartisan kind of 17 congtituents. The geographic and demographic homogenity of
18 relationship. And | would like for you to know that Carrie 18 the digtrict affords Congresswoman Meek a macro approach to
19 Meek, our Congresswoman, have us so involved that we don't 19 analysis of the infrastructure; transportation, housing,
20 know whether we are men or women, we are black or white or 20 economic development, and public service needs of the
21 we are Republicans or Democrats. All we know is we have to 21 district's communities.
22 work in this community to get the job done. 22 In short, the current configuration of the district
23 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Y ou have 30 seconds. 23 affords Congresswoman Meek and her constituents the
24 MR. DAWSON: We aso would like for you to know that 24 opportunity to engage in collaborative regional planning --
25 we have some projects that we would like to maintain. Our 25 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thirty seconds.
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1 MR. GLASGOW: -- for a sustainable community. 1 to progressive Americans to demand our freedom when we are
2 Conversely, should you elect to reapportionment District 17 2 unfairly detained at ground. We do look forward to
3 in amanner that fragments and consequently dilutes the 3 progressive Americans when we are discriminated against for
4 concentration of these smilar communities, such action 4 employment, health care, and education.
5 would concurrently disturb the existing elements which 5 And we do look forward for you, Mr. Chairman, and this
6 contribute to a seemless community evaluation strategy. 6 committee to help minorities, and in particular, Americans
7 Let us not conspire to deprive these congtituents of their 7 of Haitian descent, not to only maintain their
8 rights. Thank you. 8 representation, but also to ensure that other minorities
9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, sir. Number 72. 9 has the same privilege and rights whenever the
10 Seventy-three. Seventy-three. Seventy-four. 10 socioeconomic apparatus of our state requires so. God
11 MR. MONESTIME: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, and 11 bless this committee and God bless the United States of
12 committee members. My nameis Jean Monestime. I'm a 12 America
13 business consultant and real estate broker in North Miami. 13 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Seventy-five. Seventy-five.
14 My presence here is owed to pay tribute to this great 14 Seventy-five.
15 democratic process. And aso my presence hereisto the 15 MS. FERGUS: | am coming. My comments on the
16 North Miami, North Miami Beach, and North Miami Shores, and 16 redistricting processisthis. Weknow that thereisa G
17 Little Haiti citizens, citizens who support my business and 17 factor, the G factor is growth, growth in the north, growth
18 other small businessesin these areas. In other words, I'm 18 inthe south. So, if you will go to the equator line of
19 here to support the interests of these communities and 19 Miami-Dade County, give us a seat in the north, giveusa
20 request that minority representation in State House 20 segt in the south, everybody will be sitting pretty.
21 District 108, State Senate District 36, and U.S. 21 | do remember that taxation without representation is
22 Congressional District 17 be respected and maintained. 22 tyranny. Thank you.
23 Asan African-American of Haitian descent, | do 23 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Seventy-six. Seventy-seven.
24 believe that the needs of my community are in many 24 Seventy-eight. Seventy-nine. Seventy-nine.
25 instances, congruent to that of many other minorities, and 25 MS. THOMPKINS: Yes. Thank you. Good evening,
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1 in particular, those of the larger Haitian, 1 Mr. Chairman, committee members, guests, and fellow
2 African-American community. However, considering the 2 residents in the community. My name is Charlayne
3 compactness, cultural aspect and socioeconomic conditions 3 Thompkins, Charlayne W. Thompkins. And | wanted you to
4 of Americans of Haitian descent, the overall needs of the 4 know that | am a tax-paying resident of Miami-Dade County.
5 citizens cannot be represented but by individuas who share 5 | also wanted you to know alittle bit of history about me
6 our aspirations, dreams, and expectations. 6 and my orientation in terms of Miami-Dade County.
7 State House District 108, Senate District 36 and 7 For those of you who are most familiar with our
8 Congressional District 17 do offer opportunities of the 8 history when | say these things, you will know exactly what
9 type of representation that we desire and therefore must be 9 | mean and from where | come from and how | relate to this
10 maintained. To maintain this district in their current 10 issue. | want you to know that | attended Jackson Tuttlen,
11 shape and form isto allow the dreams of minoritiesto be 11 that | attended Florida Heights Elementary School, and |
12 represented at least at these levels and ensure 12 attended Brown Deville Junior High school, that | attended
13 participation in this great democratic process and help 13 Mayes High School, Mayes Middle High School in Grooms,
14 develop our communities. 14 Florida, Miami Edison in Lemon City, Miami Jackson. |
15 As African-American of Haitian descent, our desireis 15 graduated from Miami Jackson Hight School in Allapattah. |
16 not to step over the minorities who come before us and 16 aso graduated from the University of Miami in Coral
17 those that come and will continue to come after usin order 17 Gables.
18 to achieve political and socioeconomic success, for we know 18 | attend the Church of the Open Door in Liberty City
19 the plan of being shorthanded and disenfranchised; however, 19 and | have participated in a number of volunteer efforts
20 our desireisto play the active role that history has 20 with the United Way agency audit committee as well as other
21 placed usto play in this great democracy of the United 21 organizations, the Greater Miami Tennis Foundation which
22 States of America 22 provides professional instructions for inner city youths to
23 Again, as African-American of Haitian descent, we do 23 have tennis on alevel other than the elementary levels.
24 look forward to progressive Americans to demand for call of 24 | am aso serving as avolunteer on an organization
25 justice when we are intercepted at sea. We do look forward 25 called the Y ubalate (phonetic), Inc., whichisan arts
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1 organization with both afocal and stream youth component 1 unfamiliar with.
2 that is a diverse organization of people coming together to 2 We understand that politicsis a selfish science. So
3 promote and be the voice in artistry of African-American 3 should it be, has always been. We aso redlize that we
4 composers and musicians. 4 have about 20 people here that is pretty tired of listening
5 So, when | stand before you today, I'm here to say 5 to people right now. But we also recognize there's going
6 that | invest my time, my talent and my money in this 6 to be about 160 people that's going to make these
7 community. And | would like for you to know and understand 7 decisions. They're going to be Republicans. They're going
8 that under the leadership of Congresswoman Carrie Meek, | 8 to be Democrats. And Republicans are going to be looking
9 have seen this community grow and blossom into what it is 9 out for the best interest of Republicans. Democrats are
10 today. 10 going to be looking out for the best interest of Democrats.
11 | also would like to say to you that being aresident, 11 But | will caution you on one thing tonight, timing.
12 along-time resident of Miami-Dade County, | would like for 12 Because we al know as politicians that timing is not
13 you to consider community. And when | say "community" to 13 important, but timing is everything. Thisis not the time
14 you, | would like for you to include in your definition of 14 to make any type of radical changes. In the days coming
15 community those similar characterigtics that we have 15 forward, it'll become clearer to us that thisis not the
16 together so that we are not disempowered nor 16 time. Again, timing is everything, it's not the time.
17 disenfranchised. Congresswoman Carrie Meek ison amission 17 The sdlfishness that we have as paliticians, that's
18 to empower her constituents and | would like for you to 18 okay because that's what politicsis all about, a part of
19 help usin continuing those efforts because it's important 19 selfishness. But it'snot apart of destruction. We
20 tousal. 20 cannot self-destruct by going against awhole framework of
21 Some of those recommendations that | would ask you to 21 politicswhich istiming. Thetiming now is that hold what
22 implorein your "community" definition are those 22 you have, do what you have to do, but recognize timing.
23 similarities that we have in property values, those 23 | recognize the Republicans, | recognize Democrts,
24 similarities that we have in median incomes, education, 24 but the thing that | recognize most is the State of
25 social service needs and historical community efforts. | 25 Florida. | recognize South Floridaand I'm cautioning you,
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1 would aso like to specifically recommend to you that it's 1 I'm begging you, as Republicans, as Democrats, keep in mind
2 my understanding that we may have an undercount in the 2 one simpleword, timing. Thank you.
3 District 17. 3 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Eighty-three. Eighty-three.
4 As arecommendation -- 4 Eighty-four.
5 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Twenty seconds. 5 MS. BLACK: Thank you so very much for alowing meto
6 MS. THOMPKINS: -- | would like for you to consider 6 speak tonight. My nameis Elaine Black. I'm executive
7 the north county or the city of North Miami and including 7 director for Tools for Change, the Black Economic
8 those in the district. Areas -- and community efforts such 8 Development Codlition, Inc. The organization was founded
9 asthe Up Pack Group (phonetic) and including those 9 by Congresswoman Meek back in 1989 when a group of black
10 individualsif there's an undercount. So I'm giving you a 10 leaders got together to identify the gaps in the economic
11 recommendation for how to fix the problem if we have an 11 development delivery system here.
12 undercount. 12 My focus tonight is simple, economic development,
13 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, maam. Number 80. Number 13 revitalization of our communities. In 1992 we
14 80. Number 81. Number 82. Eighty-three. Eighty-two. 14 redistricted. We redigtricted in away that began to bring
15 DR. PETTAWAY:: I'm Dr. Clyde Pettaway and I'm a 15 dollars back into our communities of African descent. That
16 product of 1992 when you were redistricting. When you did 16 was very critical. Congressvoman Meek and others from the
17 the redigtricting the last time, | went to bed that night 17 state began to bring dollars into Overtown, into Liberty
18 feeling good running in the district, woke up that next 18 City, the Poinciana Industrial Park. We need to continue
19 morning and the whole district was changed. | had five 19 those efforts.
20 blocksin my area and everything else had then vanished. 20 We can continue those efforts by ensuring that the
21 | hope that doesn't happen thisyear. | hope when you 21 districts have strong representation of the African descent
22 look at Digtrict 104, and you look at District 103, that 22 community. And in ensuring that, as we grow, we can
23 the people in those communities, in those digtricts, will 23 accomplish what we would like to accomplish herein
24 not go to deep at night with one district and wake up the 24 developing our economic prosperity within the black
25 next morning with awhole district that they are totaly 25 community.
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1 | want to thank you so very much and | ook forward to 1 simply aregistered voter who wants to ensure that my vote
2 seeing the districts being representative of our community. 2 hasareal chanceto count. | ask, asyou draw in the
3 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 85. Eight-five. Eighty-six. 3 various ditricts, that you pay close attention to
4 MS. JONES: Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, 4 maintaining the districts that have common interests,
5 good evening. My name is Opal Jones and I'm executive 5 common history and common goas. Maintaining this
6 director of the Miami-Dade Affordable Housing Foundation. 6 commonality isthe only way to ensure that our voices are
7 I'm here tonight to impress upon you the need for a 7 heard and that we have the opportunity to elect individuals
8 redistricting plan which protects the rights of Miami'slow 8 who will represent our best interest. Any other approach
9 income housing community. Unfortunately, for low income 9 to drawing the lines will only dilute the impact of our
10 families across the stete, affordable housing is not a 10 votes and result in less political power than we have today
11 concept that most elected officials bring to the forefront 11 and thus reduce the chance for our communities to elect the
12 of policy debate. 12 candidates of our choice. Thank you.
13 However, Congresswoman Carrie Meek has long been a 13 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 88.
14 stalwart voicein the struggle for affordable housing 14 MS. DAVIS; Good afternoon, good evening, Chairperson,
15 programs. In fact, from the mid '80s through today, she 15 committee. My nameis Fay Davis, I'm president of the
16 remains the people's champion for the voice of homeless and 16 Firefighter's Association. We are an organization of
17 Sunday housed. Throughout her legidative career, she's 17 predominantly African-American firefighters that work for
18 supported innovative housing programs and financial 18 Dade County and one of our biggest supportersis Senator
19 programsin Florida. Infact, earlier thisyear, the 19 Meek with that said. As| understand it, you have not yet
20 foundation honored Carrie Meek as our second housing hero, 20 established criteriafor drawing maps. Asyou-dl know,
21 an honor predicated upon her years of dedicated servicein 21 the criteria that you ultimately decide to use will be
22 the affordable housing arena. 22 vitally important in any lawsuit that isfiled challenging
23 23 the validity of the districts that you draw.
24 The foundation has created first-time home buyers 24 In addition to the standard criteria of compactness
25 clubs that span the length of the county. These clubs are 25 following municipal and county boundariesin respecting
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1 in places such as Florida City, Perrine, Goulds, Overtown, 1 communities of interest, | urge you to also adopt the
2 Liberty City and Opa L ocka. 2 following criteriawhen you draw districts. First, you
3 Asfor your redigtricting process, it'simperative 3 should start with the core existing districts and keep
4 that you maintain those communities of interest so that our 4 those coresintact to the extent possible. | also urge you
5 voiceswill continue to be heard. The familiesin these 5 to draw districts that will protect incumbents.
6 neighborhoods share many common interests, just one of them 6 Peoplein the existing districts have learned to work
7 being the need for affordable housing programs. If you 7 with their community over the last decade and have come to
8 draw district lines to disperse this population, you will 8 know and depend upon the elected officialsin their areas.
9 deprive us of the leadership that has brought us together 9 By keeping the core of the existing districts and drawing
10 and helped us to develop the political power which we 10 the districts in amanner that will likely result in the
11 pursue unpopular but critical low income housing interest. 11 same people representing the digtricts, you will promote
12 | imploreyou at all cost not to dilute the political 12 stability which is greetly needed in times such as these.
13 representation of the county's low income housing 13 It isimportant that there be no regression with respect to
14 community. Please keep us closely aligned so we can 14 gains that African-Americans have made during the last
15 continue our partnership of the leadership of Congresswoman 15 decade.
16 Meek. 16 The 1992 redidtricting cycle was thefirst time that
17 | might also add that the same type of grassroots 17 many of the peoplein the black community were able to
18 leadership in advocacy is offered by Senator Kendrick Meek, 18 elect candidates who were sensitive and responsive to our
19 Representatives Bendross-Mindingall and Frederica Wilson. 19 concerns. Many of our communities were neglected by State
20 These leaders share our common bonds. Keep the district 20 and Congressional officials for so long that there
21 lines drawn so that these bonds are not broken. Thank you 21 continues to be much work that needs to be done to help
22 again for your time and your attention. 22 those communities reach their full potential. In order for
23 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Eighty-seven. 23 the work of rebuilding these communities to continue
24 MR. JOHNSON: Mr. Chairman, and members of the 24 successfully, we need to keep the core of those existing
25 committee, good evening. My nameis Xavier Johnson and I'm 25 digtricts and the same elected officias or officials with
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1 similar philosophies and sensitivities to our issues. 1 blaze new trailsfor al of us. Representative Philip
2 Please do not turn back the clock on the gains that we 2 Brutus is the Haitian-American community's pride and joy.
3 have made to date. Now is not the time for change. Keep 3 Heisthe very first Haitian-American we elected to the
4 our existing districts to the largest extent possible. 4 Florida House and we want to make sure he maintains there.
5 Thank you. 5 Heis our voice, he's our eyes, he's our ears, he's our
6 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Eighty-nine. 6 advocate and we want to make sure that he continues to
7 MS. METETLUS: Good evening. Good evening, committee 7 build upon al the successes he's made so far. And
8 members. At this point, | know that you've heard much of 8 certainly success he's been able to redlize with the help
9 what I'm going to say; however, I'm going to exercise my 9 of the aliesthat | referenced earlier.
10 right as a citizen to go ahead and let you hear what I've 10 So, | hope that you've heard me. | hope that you've
11 come here to share with you. 11 heard al of these speskers before me. And let mejust
12 My nameis Gipsie Metetlusand | reside in Miami 12 politely ask you if you didn't hear me, to please read my
13 Shores, Floridawhich iswithin Congressiona District 17 13 lips, Do not touch the current district boundaries. Thank
14 within Senate Didtrict 36, aso within House District 108 14 you.
15 and certainly, my neighbors, my friends, those people who | 15 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 90.
16 would suggest represent those people who are among the 16 MS. DELANCEY: Good evening. | am aproud member of
17 community that | belong in have aso benefited from the 17 House Didtrict 104 where Representative Wilson has
18 tremendous advocacy and the support of Representative 18 represented me for over ten years, six years on the school
19 Holloway, Representative Wilson, Representtive -- excuse 19 board and four years on the House of Representatives. |
20 me, Senator Jones, as well as Representetive 20 know for afact that Representative Wilson is relentlessin
21 Bendross-Mindingall. And so| really want to emphasize 21 her service to the constituents of Digtrict 104. She's
22 that. 22 aways one telephone call away.
23 Thisevening, | would like to urge you to maintain the 23 Digtrict 104 is a community comprised of northern,
24 present district boundaries, the districts that | 24 central, and North Miami feeder patterns. So, you can see
25 mentioned. | would like to urge you to maintain them as 25 she affects many people and children. Y esterday there was
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1 intact asthey aretoday. These boundaries, | would 1 abill passed, which isthe first of itskind to make
2 suggest, need to remain intact because they comprise 2 sexual violencein prisons and jailsafelony. That means
3 communities of interest whose issues include affordable 3 if an inmate is raped by an employee of that jail, he or
4 hedlth care; quality, affordable housing; quality schools; 4 she will be arrested, tried and convicted.
5 safe neighbors; sustainable economic development; a clean 5 This monumental task is due to the passage of House
6 environment; neighborhood revitalization; immigration 6 Bill 285. Representative Wilson worked diligently and
7 issuesthat arefair; roads that are adeguate; al of the 7 tirelessly to ensure the passing of this history-making
8 infrastructure needs that we must have; a bilingual 8 bill. Representative Wilson has aso made it possible for
9 education program that really enables our children to 9 female inmates who live in Dade County to be relocated so
10 learn, not to just acquire the English language but to also 10 that they will be able to visit with their minor children.
11 perform well in school; and, certainly, transportation 11 She's made female inmates, and especially children, the
12 systems that take people where they really want to go in 12 hallmark of her legidative career.
13 this county. 13 I'm sure that dl of you were warmly welcomed by just
14 | urge you to maintain the current district boundaries 14 afew members of 5,000 Role Models of Excellence. These
15 for al of the reasonsthat | have stated and al of the 15 boys represent just asmall percentage of over 6,000 middle
16 reasons that you have heard previously because what's more 16 and senior high school boys who, through this program,
17 important is that our voice, our interests, are maintained 17 Representative Wilson has given a sense of hope and will
18 and are protected by the people who represent us so well. 18 prepare them for college year after year.
19 When it comes to immigration policies, community 19 So | ask you to keep Representative Wilson's district,
20 development, and generd advocacy for the little people, 20 104, my district, intact. We need her. We want her. We
21 the common people, the voiceless, the legendary Carrie P. 21 support her. In closing, | leave you with this poem
22 Meek is our voice in Congress. 22 entitled, Freedom, by afriend of mind, Melissa Williams
23 Senator Meek is our hero. We count on him to protect 23 Roddy (phonetic).
24 the gains made by the members of the African diaspora. We 24 "In this world where cries for freedom rings, where
25 count on him to not only protect those gains but to also 25 hopeis glory and justice stings, where all is
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1 misunderstood or taken as rage, where injustice prevails 1 however, we expect you to protect your consituents
2 and justice takes a backstage, the past is reborn only 2 interestsaswell. It isimportant that you protect groups
3 covered by time. Visions of hope aretorn. No sight, 3 with common interests and empower them to make elective
4 blinded by mankind. 4 choices. Pleasedo it for my grandson. (Laughter.) We
5 It states in the Constitution that man isfree. The 5 strongly urge this committee to observe the concept of no
6 writers of thislaw are not hereto see. For rule set for 6 regression asit relates to the existing districts which
7 man defines only one kind, when | ook in the mirror I'm 7 have provided an opportunity for black communitiesto be
8 reminded it'smine. For aglance of redlity Sitsdeep in 8 represented by people they choose. Any proposal that would
9 my heart, the echoes of injustice tearsit part by part. 9 result in areduction in the number of black membersin the
10 So, in thiscase, | sit with a pasted smile, praying 10 Congress or Florida House or Senate must be rejected.
11 that God and his justice comes in a short, short while. If 11 Further, as proposals are presented, to add the two
12 not for him, | would wither away, for injustice as| see, 12 additional congressional seats awarded to Floridaasa
13 ishereto stay. For the grest shadows of the past, your 13 result of national respportionment, we are demanding that
14 fight was not in vain. For when redemption time comes, 14 care be taken not to undermine the voter choice created by
15 then freedom shall ring. Holding onto the thought, the 15 the 1992 round of redistricting. We understand that some
16 battle was won. | refurbish my mass, pondering just how 16 rearrangement and realignment is required; however, we urge
17 long the injustice will last.” 17 you to make these necessary changesin away that does not
18 | ask that you please keep Representative Wilson, 18 reduce the number of black Representatives who currently
19 Bendross-Mindingall, Holloway, Brutus, Senator Kendrick 19 serve in Congress.
20 Meek, Senator Daryl Jones and Congresswoman Carrie Meek. 20 Finally, we ask that after these hearings are
21 Thank you. 21 concluded and when the real work of this committee has
22 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Ninety-one. 22 begun, that you will provide equal access and an
23 MS. OBl NWEZE: Good evening, Mr. Chair, members of 23 opportunity for input as actual plans are considered. The
24 the committee. My nameis Adora Obi Nweze. | am president 24 voters deserve to express their opinions about the process
25 of the Florida State Conference of NAACP branches. There 25 and it is equally important that they have an opportunity
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1 are afew pointsthat | would like to share with you this 1 to express their opinions about the plans that this process
2 evening for the record. First, the committee has traveled 2 ultimately creates.
3 across the state gathering input about how Floridians think 3 Lastly, | would like to say that the NAACP, not only
4 redistricting should be done. However, the committee has 4 at the Florida state conference level but throughout this
5 never said what will govern itswork as the actual drawing 5 nation --
6 process takes place. 6 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Y ou have 20 seconds.
7 Therefore, the Florida State Conference of NAACP 7 MS. OBl NWEZE: -- are very proud of the work that's
8 branches request that thisjoint legidative committee 8 being done by all of our black Representatives. And we do,
9 adopts and publishes the criteria that will govern the 9 for the record, want to keep them all. Thank you.
10 development of congressiond and legidative digtricts. 10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Ninety-two. Ninety-two.
11 Those of uswho intend to actively develop districting 11 MR. VARIETY: Good evening. Chairman, members, thank
12 proposals need to understand and utilize those same 12 you for this opportunity to speak to you this evening. My
13 criteriain order to ensure that our proposals are not 13 nameis Samaki Variety from Helen Bentley Family Hedlth
14 dismissed for technical reasons. 14 Carein Coconut Grove, Florida. 1t was not until the last
15 The only way to accomplish that isto have clearly 15 round of redistricting in 1992 that Floridians elected a
16 stated criteria developed by the Legidature. Asyou 16 black congressperson to represent usin Washington, D.C.
17 develop this criteria, it isimportant that you understand 17 Actually, we were blessed to elect three blacks in Congress
18 that we believe the abiding principle needs to be that all 18 asaresult of the 1992 redistricting, Corrine Brown, Alcee
19 voters will have an opportunity to elect candidates of 19 Hastings, and Carrie Meek.
20 their choice to eective office. Digtricts must be 20 While Congressman Hastings Congressiond District 23
21 constructed in amanner that allows blacks and other groups 21 includes only asmdll portion of Miami-Dade County,
22 who have previoudy been unable to affect electionsthe 22 Congresswoman Carrie Meek's 17th Congressional district is
23 opportunity to do so. 23 totally encompassed within Miami-Dade County.
24 We understand that as incumbents you want to work to 24 | live herein Miami-Dade and the congressvomanisa
25 protect your own interest. You see | have ahelper here; 25 part of our community. She's my congressperson. She knows
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1 us and she knows the issues and concerns that are important 1 out, | think thisis only political redistricting for the
2 tous. A substantial number of the residents of the 17th 2 Hispanic community.
3 Congressional Didtrict are from disadvantaged, inner city 3 Thereason why | say that is because we've got a
4 neighbors where -- that were historically neglected and 4 popcorn theory going on inside the black community where as
5 underserved. Our needs and concerns are very different 5 00N as one person moves out of Liberty City or Opa Locka,
6 from those of our neighbors than more affluent arees like 6 we have a Hispanic coming in. This popcorn theory where
7 Miami Beach and Pine Crest, for example. 7 you put akernel inside the pot only to cover it, to only
8 Prior to Congresswoman Carrie Meek being elected to 8 lift thelid to have it be awhole kerndl, awhite kernd,
9 represent us, we did not have ready accessto a 9 isaproblem. Itisaproblem within the black community,
10 congressperson to address the unigue concerns about 10 because as the sister stated earlier, when you look around
11 transportation, housing, economic development, health care, 11 a the schools that have been here before some of these new
12 and educational issues. Congresswoman Carrie Meek believes 12 schools were built, we get portables.
13 in the people that she serves and we believein her. We 13 When we're looking at educeation, | have to take my hat
14 want her digtrict to stay aswell as our other black 14 off and thank Senator Wilson for sticking with that
15 Representatives. | urge you to keep Congressional 15 curriculum of getting black history inside those classrooms
16 Didtrict -- the 17th Congressiona District intact so that 16 for four semesters ayear. When we're talking about -- |
17 Congresswoman Carrie Meek can continue to serve it. Thank 17 heard Mr. Ken Hall say this earlier about the 2.3 million
18 you. 18 blacks statewide and the 2.7 million Hispanicsin Dade
19 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Ninety-three. Ninety-three. 19 County.
20 Ninety-four. Ninety-five. Ninety-six. Ninety-seven. 20 When we look a community development, block (CHECK)
21 Ninety-eight. Ninety-seven. Okay. Welcometo the 21 grant dollars that Mr. Glasco (CHECK) talked about earlier,
22 committee. Ninety-seven, welcome to the committee. 22 you only get those dollars on the back of black folks. You
23 MR. LOUIS: Good evening. Thank you for giving me the 23 cannot get those dollars anywhere because when it comesto
24 opportunity to talk tonight and I'm here to ask you to 24 start aproject, any * (CHECK) Liberty Square, whether it
25 please remember in 1776 we had the Revolutionary War in 25 be Larzmont (CHECK) that shut down or the projects of the
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1 this country and it was based on taxation without 1 town, when you write those grants, you calling us. You
2 representation. And by saying this, I'm just reminding you 2 cdling us. You are caling the black community for a
3 that the people of Miami-Dade County would like to keep 3 smplefact.
4 Mr. Holloway, Mr. Brutus, Ms. Wilson, Ms. Mindingall, 4 We got a high infant morality rate, crime wave,
5 Congresswoman Carrie Meek, Senator Meek and Senator Jones. 5 teenage pregnancies, ALBs, (CHECK) Medicaid, weonit. We
6 And based on what Ms. Gipsie Metetlus just said, you know, 6 onit and it's designed for usto belike that. Our
7 those people that speak our same language, they understand 7 representation is going to get us off that. The census
8 our pain and they can represent us better than anybody else 8 undercount, when it comes to the black and Haitian
9 who would be in that position. Thank you very much. 9 community, | have a problem with that because we have never
10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Ninety-eight. Ninety-eight. 10 ever seen aboat of Cubans wash up on the shore dead. But
11 Ninety-nine. Ninety-eight. 11 we can aways go back and we can look at the countless
12 MR. DENNIS: Good evening, Chairperson. First of al, 12 history in times where we see our Haitian brothers and
13 | would like to thank God for having everybody here safe 13 sistersrolling up on the seashore dead. And something has
14 and that you continue to go around the state doing the task 14 to be happening out there for those boats to be constantly
15 that'sat hand. My first thing is about the communities of 15 flipping, and these people coming up in here like that.
16 interest, we are concerned about the representation of the 16 One of the things -- I'm going to hurry up and I'm
17 black community. With &l of our elected officials, | 17 about finished with this. The Republican party controls
18 think when you look at our four State Reps, they all run 18 all of Talahassee, ain't no secret about it. When we was
19 together asfar as the digtricts are concerned. 19 up there in March, there was a committee that was
20 When we're looking a communities of interest, were 20 seven-fourth -- seven againg the two no votesto give
21 talking about |ow-income communities that are in dire need 21 ex-felons their right back to the vote. To have those
22 of economic development with jobs and education. When we 22 rights back, restored. That committee was full of
23 look at what we are trying to do here as part as the 23 Democrats and Republicans, went 16 nothing and got that
24 redistricting, we will not allow any of our black 24 bill shot through the House subcommittee to where it
25 representation to be phased out. And what | mean by phased 25 wouldn't have to be sent to the floor. Which in turn, had
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1 the Governor turned around to sit there to sign those 1 of positions as the State Representative and the great
2 restoration rights -- 12 to four -- 2 things that she has done aswell. 1'm also stating that
3 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Twenty seconds. 3 Congress (sic) Meek is perhaps maybe the best Congresswoman
4 MR. DENNIS: -- and | want to take my hat off to 4 in the United States. And | think under her leadership
5 Senator Meek for that. Thelast thing and it'll cover it 5 this district hasimproved 150 percent.
6 al up. Didtrict 17, when it comes to the Congresswoman's 6 Congresswoman Meek, you can talk to her, the small
7 digtrict, is the most important district in the state of 7 person on the street can pull Congresswoman Meek aside and
8 Horida because outside of south Florida, we don't have no 8 talk with her. | am here to dso state that Mr. Holloway,
9 other black representation in the state of Floridato get 9 Ms. Wilson, Bendross, Meek, Jones, and any others of our
10 what we need done. Thank you al. Have a blessed night. 10 Representatives, you can talk to them, you can pull them
11 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you. Number 98. Number 99. 11 aside, and redlly, the small person can say, Here is what
12 How about Number 99? Number 100. Number 101, come on down 12 we need. Inour areawe need medical, social. We need
13 and sit on the front row. Y ou are recognized. 13 scholarships. We need the American dream to become true
14 MR. LIGHTWORN: I'm Norman Lightworn (phonetic) and | 14 for young people to be able to purchase a home.
15 am acivil servant herein the community. | have watched 15 Congresswoman Meek was very -- amgjor force in South
16 my community grow. | have seen the things that have 16 Florida during the time of Hurricane Andrew. | would like
17 happened. I'm aso a service member of the United States 17 to not read much, but | would like to say that the dogan
18 Armed Forces. | have seen what happened herein '80 when | 18 says, If it isn't broke, don't fix it. Thank you.
19 arived back from Germany. This has aripple effect. 19 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Number 101. (Pause.) One-hundred-two.
20 Redistricting has aripple effect and it's guaranteed. If 20 MS. WHITE: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, and members of
21 we watch history and see what has happened in our past, in 21 the committee. My nameis Jessica White and | am a student
22 our backtracking, we will only defeat ourselves by doing 22 here a Miami Centra Senior High School. And I'masoa
23 s0. 23 member of this community. Many times we as students get
24 | would please ask you not to -- well, you are going 24 overlooked because of the fact that we are not voters or
25 to -- like I've dways said, everything has an effect to 25 even taxpayers but are those reasons why we shouldn't be
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1 it. Okay. Everything works by design. We all know that 1 heard? No, they are not.
2 everything works by design, okay? But basicaly, asfar as 2 Thisiswhy | would like to recognize Congressivoman
3 our community is concerned, I'm pleading a cause with you 3 Carrie Meek at thistime. Her work with the youth of
4 to reconsider at thistime redistricting. Sit down, 4 Digtrict 17 has been great. Not only were we given avoice
5 examine it before you make amove to do something. Thank 5 through her, alot of opportunities were made available
6 you. 6 because of her. | would like to ask a question to the
7 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Ninety-nine. Number 99. Number 100. 7 board right now. Can you assure the students of this
8 MR. MARSHALL: To the Chairman and the committee, my 8 community that our voices will still be heard if divided?
9 nameis Reverend Dr. Preston Marshall and I'm aresident of 9 Can you redly say that we will not be overlooked?
10 Miami-Dade County and | live in the 17th Congressional 10 If not, | would like to quote what the young man just
11 Didtrict in the great state of Florida. However, I'm here 11 said, If it's not broke, don't fix it. | am not saying
12 to state to keep intact al of the elected officials that 12 that there's not room for improvement, but | believe by
13 represent this community, us. And thisisthe one greatest 13 keeping the district the way it is, we can accomplish more
14 thing in the world that we perhaps have. 14 united than divided. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and members
15 | grew up aso, as was stated earlier -- and I'm not 15 of the committee.
16 going to read my speech -- in the Overtown area. Now it's 16 CHAIRMAN BYRD: One-hundred-three. One-hundred-three.
17 probably called Overtown because the expressways is running 17 One-hundred-four.
18 over where | grew up. Y ou Representatives of my district 18 MS. BROWN LAWSON: Good afternoon, Mr. Chair, and
19 of 108, Brutus, State Senator Meek, and Congressman Meek, 19 members of the committee. My nameis Ophelia Brown Lawson
20 I'm here to state to keep intact their district so that 20 and | serve as the director of the Miami-Dade Community
21 they can represent our people and the minority peoplein a 21 Action Agency. My organization provides social and
22 good intact fashion. 22 educationd services to low-income families throughout
23 I'm also stating to the rest of the State 23 Miami-Dade. And | just want to take a moment to say to the
24 Representatives that have done an excellent job, Ms. Wilson 24 Dade delegation, We love you and we are so proud of al of
25 who has been on the school board and has moved on into lots 25 the work that you do on our behalf.
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1 The 17th Congressiona Didtrict includes alarge 1 adorable grandson, our future. | consider mysdlf to bea
2 percentage of people we serve. The needs of a person who 2 very serious child advocate. | am a constituent of Senate
3 residesin the district are similar. Persons need jobs, 3 Digtrict 32, House District 103 and Congress District 17.
4 training, early education for their children, decent and 4 It ismy pleasure to stand before you and stand with
5 affordable housing, access to transportation, job placement 5 others to express concerns regarding issues that will
6 and vocational training in order to rise from poverty to 6 impact the future of our community. 'Y ou have heard how our
7 sdf-sufficiency. 7 community is very diverse because of our backgrounds, our
8 In District 17 these citizens want the same things for 8 lifestyles and our beliefs, yet these wonderful differences
9 their children, families, and communities as others. 9 have given us something in common, we want good-paying jobs
10 Historicaly, we have felt discriminated against, deprived 10 with benefits, food on our tables, and aroof over our head
11 of making an adequate living and trapped into conditions 11 that does not leak.
12 that reduce our chances of our children from making it in 12 We want respect. We want aquality education for our
13 society. Many of them have experienced isolation from the 13 children. It does not matter if the school is Pine Crest
14 largest community. By hope eternal, we have avoicein 14 or Poinciana, Carol City or Doral Middle, Central or Crop.
15 Washington now through our Congressman, Carrie P. Meek. 15 We expect teachers who can teach and have high expectations
16 She has been very responsive to meeting the needs of 16 for every student in their class. We expect that children
17 residents as well as the needs of citizens through Florida, 17 with special needs and disabilities never to be denied
18 through our Florida, and the nation as aresult of her 18 services because of lack of funding. And we expect that
19 leadership. She brought awareness into the nation's 19 all children and youths have access to hedlth care services
20 capital on issues affecting communities such as high 20 that are vital to their proper growth and devel opment.
21 unemployment, immigration, the importance of early care and 21 Our district is configured in away that has resulted
22 education through Head Start and early Head Start, 22 in effective representation to our concernsin Tallahassee
23 HIV/AIDS, elderly abuse, the Everglades Restoration, 23 aswell as Washington. We work together with our
24 Empowerment Zone, Hope Six, Hauser Rehab, and 24 legidators. | know that Representatives Wilson,
25 transportation. 25 Mindingall, Meek, Holloway and Brutus and Congresswoman
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1 | can proudly say that our community is extremely 1 Meek understand the needs of our children, youth, and their
2 happy and grateful to Congressman Meek as our 2 families. We have made progress, yes, but now | urge you
3 Representative. She was also able to secure funding for 3 to please do not undermine this progress by enacting
4 building that house, our Head Start Program, elderly and 4 unnecessary changesto the district lines, but consider the
5 social service program, and the building looks gorgeous. 5 significance of making and providing avenues for
6 We consistently see her on C-Span in Congress fighting for 6 improvement throughout this community. Please, | urge, |
7 issues that impact her clients. But more importantly, all 7 beg, please do not put partisan politics above the interest
8 citizensin the nation, persons in this community, know 8 of the children and their familiesin thisdistrict. Thank
9 that we have avoice and we will be heard. Let mejust say 9 you for your time.
10 to you that the statistics we serve in Congresional 10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: One-hundred-six. One-hundred-six.
11 Didtrict 7, we have the largest Head Start Program in the 11 One-hundred-seven.
12 southwest with over 5,600 children. We have 1,000 families 12 MR. PACE: Good evening. My nameisJohn Pece. I'ma
13 that we work with job training, job placement, and housing 13 Miami-Dade resident, alaw enforcement officer for 25
14 councilmen. 1,268 residentsin the district that are 14 years, aVietnam veteran and a person that worksin the
15 seniors that we are providing lunch for. 15 interest of community. | thank you for coming in here and
16 And to be honest about it, Carrie Meek hasreally been 16 being in my amamater, Miami Central. Graduated in 1968,
17 the one that really helped usto provide al of these 17 now you can tell my age, because wisdom is going to dictate
18 services. She has worked diligently to advocate for the 18 what we accomplish here. And | say "we," because you are a
19 lessfortunate. The state of Florida cannot afford to have 19 player on my team.
20 her district diminished in any capacity. Andin 20 And | just want to remind you that, don't changeit,
21 conclusion, | recommend that the congressman's district 21 it works. Don't changeit, it works. Don't changeiit, it
22 stay intact. 22 works. | say that three times because in schoal, they told
23 CHAIRMAN BYRD: One-hundred-five. 23 meif | repest it several times, | might remember that.
24 MS. McMILLON: Good evening. | am Dannie McMillon, a 24 And I'm here to encourage each of you to remember that we
25 parent, a mother of three young adult male sons and an 25 are the coaches and you are on the team. | just want to
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1 remind you that some of my team players are up there seated 1 system with greater disparity caused the votes of black
2 with you. And beginning with my leader, that's Carrie P. 2 voters not to be counted were even higher than the white
3 Meek, 17th District, and beginning with the other players 3 votersin this county. | would like you to consider al
4 on the team, let me tell you about the other stars. 4 this discrimination and remember, play on the team and we
5 Because sometimes we forget who they are. 5 are al Americans and we like to play on the samefield.
6 And they represent this community in the fashion that 6 Thank you.
7 it should be. Let'stalk about the two Senators, Senator 7 CHAIRMAN BYRD: One-hundred-eight. One-hundred-eight.
8 Meek, Senator Daryl Jones, talk about the other players, 8 One-hundred-nine. One-hundred-nine.
9 Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall, Wilbert "Tee" Holloway, Edward 9 MR. THOMAS: Protocol having aready been established,
10 Bullard and Phillip Brutus. They are here to represent us. 10 it iswidely acknowledged that there was, in fact, an
11 | want to remind you of something that perhaps -- you 11 undercount of the nation's population in the 2000 census.
12 have listened to alot of speakers-- over in District 104, 12 Where did that undercount take place in great numbers? In
13 where Frederica Wilson works so diligent and hard, | want 13 communities where people live who look like me. In August
14 to remind you that the number one epidemic herein our 14 the census monitoring board released a report by one of the
15 community, which is AIDSHIV, the number one killer, the 15 counties -- country's largest accounting firms, Price
16 Representative along with Congresswoman Meek, they made an 16 Waterhouse Coopers on the undercount and found out that
17 effort to attack thiswar on AIDS and bring about a 17 over 200,000 Floridians were not counted in the 2000
18 difference in our community. 18 census.
19 Please do not tamper or dilute this. Remember, to 19 Miami-Dade County, which is the state's largest
20 focus on our children, child-oriented people are here and 20 county, accounted for 22 percent of that undercount
21 are child focused. And keep these didtricts, especially 21 statewide. We know the socid ramifications of why
22 104, Mindingall, and all of the other Representatives here 22 somebody would not be counted, the fears and the
23 intact. But | also want to remind you of something else, 23 apprehensions, particularly in minority communities. We
24 Dade County has been plagued with a history of 24 aso know the fears and apprehensions of folks who would be
25 discrimination against minority voters. Inthe last decade 25 doing the counting.
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1 we had voting rights' lawsuits filed by blacks against the 1 | urge you, Mr. Chair, and members of the committee
2 County, the fire board, and school board and the city of 2 not to ignore the fact that the census undercounted
3 Miami. And I'm happy to say that we were successful in 3 hundreds of thousands of Floridians. Y ou must somehow make
4 each case. 4 and take into account and consider that when you draw the
5 The last statewide redistricting process ten years ago 5 linesfor State House, State Senate and Congressional
6 resulted in blacks being elected to two of our 6 districts. If you do not, you will be building an apparent
7 Congressional Digtricts, one district in Miami-Dade and 7 and illegal packing of our substantial minority population.
8 one, which includes only a portion of Miami-Dade, we saw 8 Do not dilute our vote. 'Y ou must make adjustments.
9 both Congressional District 117, represented by Carrie P. 9 Now, that I've indicated what the problem is, let me
10 Meek and District 23 representing by Congressman Alcee 10 suggest apossible answer. One of the ways that you can
11 Hastings challenged in court. Fortunately, those 11 address the undercount that we know exists in many
12 chalenges were not successful. 12 neighborhoods here in Miami-Dade isto allow for asmaller
13 Many in the black community felt victimized by last 13 deviation in districtsin those areas. Establish a
14 November's presidential election which large numbers of the 14 criteriathat will alow you to factor in those percentages
15 black voters were denied the right to vote or their votes 15 in the districts when you set out to frame the idesl
16 were not counted. The recent report by the U.S. Commission 16 districts.
17 on Civil Rights which conducted hearings throughout Florida 17 Now, that is the substance of my speech. Let metak
18 after the election concluded here in Miami-Dade County 18 to usasaheart. We cried on September 11th and I'm a
19 concluded that the ballots of black voters were ten times 19 veteran, aVietnam veteran. | have children. | lovethis
20 more likely to be rejected than the ballots of non-black 20 community, | know al of the people here. | love each and
21 voters. And that's 54 percent of all ballots that was 21 every one of you. We must rise above being Democrats,
22 disqualified were cast by black voters. 22 Republicans and Independents. We must listen to the call
23 Miami-Dade County is currently being sued in Federal 23 of what must be done to keep this country strong and free.
24 Didtrict Court in avoting rights suit that was filed by 24 God bless you and give you traveling speed.
25 the NAACP. The county used the now-famous punch card 25 CHAIRMAN BYRD: One-hundred-ten. One-hundred-eleven.
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1 MS. JEFFERSON: Good evening, Mr. Chairman, and 1 They livein our community and they know what we have to go
2 members of the committee, members of our committeg, | mean, 2 through, that is our family. And | ask you to let our
3 our community. My name is Gwen Jefferson. | am aworking 3 family stay together. They say that afamily that stays
4 mother, a health care provider and a concerned citizen. | 4 together prays together. We do pray.
5 am here today and I'm so glad to be given the opportunity 5 In summary, the way our district is now has given us
6 to be heard. | know it islate and you are getting very 6 the most effective representation that we need to get our
7 tired, but | have to take astand and | thank God it's 7 concerns and important issues to this table and get them to
8 amost over. 8 the ones that can help us. Nothing should be done to
9 | am overwhelmed by the unity given by the House, 9 change that. Thank you for listening. Thank you for your
10 Senate, and Congressional districts, and our elected 10 patience. And may God bless each and every one of you.
11 Representative. Knowing that this state is being 11 CHAIRMAN BYRD: One-hundred-twelve.
12 controlled by one party in the Legidature and 12 One-hundred-twelve.
13 Governorship, we need people right now more than ever to 13 MS. ROLLINS: Good evening, Mr. Chair, members of the
14 stand up and | understand it's the plight of the black 14 committee. My nameis Dorothy Rallins. | live at 2200
15 community and the black family. | live afew streets away 15 Northwest 131st Street in District 104. | am a member of
16 from this school and it consists of law-abiding, 16 the Tri-community Home Owner's Association. Florida's
17 respectable and caring people. We only ask that fairness 17 history as of late has been very colorful to put it mildly.
18 be given and continue to have our representation. We do 18 We have been in the national spotlight for hanging chads,
19 not want to change our district to fit someone else's 19 shark attacks and terrorist training. In spite of the
20 agenda. 20 aforementioned and other spectaculars, we are citizens who
21 We are concerned about minority issues, education of 21 care about and want to participate in this political
22 our children, and we need to bring our school buildings up 22 process that effects usall.
23 to the 21st century. This building that we are in right 23 | understand that the numbers from the last census
24 now has areas that was built back in 1950s that have not 24 dictate that the changes be made. But what dictates how
25 been brought up to standard. Also, we need money for our 25 the changes are made iswhat liesin the minds and hearts
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1 inner-city schools. We are concerned about our sefety. 1 of the U.S. reapportionment and the redistricting committee
2 Increasing the numbers of graduates are coming out in the 2 members. With thisin mind, my request is simply this, be
3 12th grade class each year, being treated fairly when we 3 fair, be open, beinclusive.
4 are faced with the same situation as others, of other 4 The past ten years have seen our state grow. We have
5 colors, are being treated with a double standard. 5 elected representation from people who have firsthand
6 | fed and | find that through the attack of America, 6 knowledge of the needs of these populations that comprise
7 all others are now starting to know and feel what we have 7 the inner cities and urban districts. This representation,
8 been going through al of our lives. Thisisno time for 8 | believe, has served to strengthen our community, not only
9 usto fall apart now. We haveto takeastand. It has 9 here in Dade County, but throughout the state of Florida.
10 brought us to a common ground where we are caring, we are 10 Again, please, go about your task but remember, be
11 helping each other, and we're standing together. But we 11 fair, be open and beinclusive. Thank you.
12 don't have to wait for atragedy like thisto occur in 12 One-hundred-thirteen.
13 order to bring unity. 13 MR. CURE: Firs of dl, give praise to God from whom
14 The way that our district is now has caused usto have 14 al blessingsflow. Then to the -- Ms. Frederica Wilson
15 effective representation of our concernsin Tallahassee and 15 who is doing amarvelous job in our community, standing up
16 Washington, D.C. Our legislator understands the needs of 16 for the youth, and exemplifying leadership. Then to
17 our cities. | alwaysremember, as PTA president at Arcola 17 Ms. Bendross-Mindingall who | worked with when | wasa
18 Lake Elementary School, our Congresswoman, Carrie Meek, 18 substitute teacher, she may not remember that. To Senator
19 when we gave a gift to our senior students, our graduating 19 Kendrick Meek and Senator Daryl Jones, both men who are
20 students, she met us, we gave them atrip to Washington, 20 definitely prominent in our community.
21 D.C. and she met us at the stairs of our capitol building. 21 | hope that you hear resounding from the speeches
22 She gave usatour. Shetook pictureswith us. Shesaid | 22 tonight that the people that we have representing us, they
23 grew up there, you're like family to me. She made usfed 23 redly are family. | mysalf graduated from Central in 1980
24 a home. 24 and we want to make sure that the people that are a part of
25 I know that Senator Meek as well went to school here. 25 our community are here to represent us. One thing that you
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1 are going to hear is that although we give accolades for 1 for this body to do that. Also, the statewide president of
2 the achievements that they have made, you must understand 2 NAACP, Adora Obi Nweze, made a very important point, |
3 they are not doing this for reward or persona gain, they 3 thought, of making sure that the public has a clear
4 are doing this because this community means something to 4 understanding of the criteriafor drawing districts so that
5 them and that's very important. 5 the proposals that they submit to the Legidature are not
6 Asaresident, home owner, educator, parent and 6 dismissed for technical reasons. We need to make sure that
7 president of the local neighborhood association of this 7 that'strue. And | know that, Dan, you're working --
8 community, | know our districts, our current districts need 8 Senator Webster isworking very hard to make sure that
9 to stay the same. My concerns are the lack of distribution 9 that's true. But we also need to, in some cases, as
10 of services and goods that have plagued usin the past. If 10 legidators, we know that some people we take by the hand
11 this community is redistricted, the progress that we are 11 and help them along in the process. And sometimes we have
12 currently making from our current leadership will decrease, 12 atendency to dismiss those who don't know the process and
13 we do not want that to happen. 13 hopefully, we will try to treat them in the former way and
14 What we need is more strong representation from our 14 not the latter.
15 current leaders, not changing the districts. | trust that 15 | think we have heard here tonight aswell asin
16 you will make the right decision; however, many of our 16 nearly, | would assume, in nearly every other hearing that
17 congtituents believe that the decision has already been 17 you had across the state, adesire for the people to see
18 madein favor of other communities. But | would hope that 18 what our plan isgoing to be. And so| don't recall if
19 you remember that thisis acommunity united, we will pray 19 thisistrue. | think you said that you are going to look
20 that you will make theright decison. And please do not 20 into it, Senator Webster, asto whether or not -- it seemed
21 change our districts. Thank you. 21 to me that ten years ago we had three public hearings
22 CHAIRMAN BYRD: One-hundred-fourteen. Members, that 22 around the state after we drew our plan before we took our
23 concludes the public testimony. At thistime, ladiesand 23 vote. That didn't happen?
24 gentlemen, we normally allow the members of the Legidature 24 CHAIRMAN WEBSTER: We had one day.
25 to address the audience. And who wants to wax eloquently 25 SENATOR JONES: We had one day that we did it? Okay.
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1 tonight? Senator Jones, you are recognized. 1 | recalled something to that effect. So | think it may be
2 SENATOR JONES: | trust that you all were asimpressed 2 important for us to do something to that effect. And |
3 as | was with the testimony that we heard tonight. Some 3 would like to state, even though we are doing some things
4 outstanding points were made. | would just like to 4 different this time as compared to what we did ten years
5 emphasize a couple of those points or reemphasize. 5 ago -- and, again, of course, | was on the Reapportionment
6 Obvioudy, we have heard a tremendous amount of testimony 6 Committee ten years ago as well -- perhaps we could do
7 about making sure that the districts that are drawn are 7 something alittle bit differently and have a more open
8 able to elect minorities to those districts. We currently 8 process so we can provide for some level of public input
9 have, as you know, one congressperson who's an 9 before the plan to redraw.
10 African-American here; two Hispanic congresspersons, five 10 And | don't know if we have much control over this,
11 African-American House members; two African-American State 11 but perhaps we can make a point of it to Congress and that
12 Senators; and numerous others who are also Hispanics as 12 is during the next decennial census to make sure that
13 well. 13 Haitian-Americans have a designation as well just like the
14 But a couple of points that really stuck out with me, 14 various categories of Hispanic-Americans do on the census.
15 one person that was the person that testified, Number 109, 15 | think that was avalid point that was made by one of the
16 said not taking into account the undercount also indicates 16 earlier speakers so | would just like to reemphasize that
17 that we are not treating each person as afull person. And 17 point aswell. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
18 that made me think about the way that the law used to be 18 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, Senator. Representative
19 when African-Americans were consdered three-fifths of a 19 Ryan.
20 person in this country. So, if wefail to take into 20 REPRESENTATIVE RYAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The
21 account the undercount, and one way we can do that is by 21 speechesthat | heard from the residents here this evening
22 having adownward deviation. 22 werewhat | believe to be truly speeches from the heart.
23 We are in essence doing something that was effective 23 And it was very enlightening to me to hear so many people
24 much earlier in this nation's history. And | think that 24 that spent anumber of hours to wait just to have an
25 will be adifficult thing to do. Hopefully it's not easy 25 opportunity to speak to us for four minutes, | appreciate
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1 that. 1 to thank everyone who came out tonight to share their

2 Y ou know, we have done alot of these hearings across 2 fedlings and concernswith us. | must say, Mr. Chair, one

3 the state and although we are so much different in 3 of the things that | heard time after time, not only

4 different aress of the state, in so many ways, we are very 4 communities of interest, but the need for incumbency.

5 much aike. And the recurring theme that |'ve heard is 5 Thereisagreat hunger in this part of the state as

6 empower my community, offer us political empowerment. And 6 relates to representation in the Congress. It took 123

7 this process, we do have some protections, thank goodness 7 years to get the representation that we havein

8 we have the Voting Rights Act of 1965 that does not permit 8 Congressional Districts 17 and 23, and | believe Didtrict

9 any type of retrogression, any type of dilution of minority 9 3, Congresswoman Corrine Brown's district. And beingin
10 voting strength. 10 Jacksonville and being here tonight, hearing that first
11 And we have communities of interest which are very 11 throughout the state, people who haven't had the
12 important, different communities of interest in different 12 opportunity to be represented at the highest levels of
13 areas. And from what I've heard in Miami-Dade County, 13 government, also asit relates to the State Legidature,
14 communities of interest are education, schools that need to 14 having incumbents and senior members there to push the
15 be up to par, we are talking about real employment 15 agenda of not only health issues dedling with AIDS and HIV
16 opportunities, housing so important for everybody, health 16 and other critical issuesto these communities, but also as
17 needs, accessible and affordable hedlth care. These are 17 it relates to education, | think it'simportant that we
18 important community interests that are not so important in 18 keep that in mind and I'm glad that many of the people
19 other neighborhoods, but are extremely important herein 19 spoke on theissue.
20 Miami-Dade County. 20 Mr. Chairman, | must share and echo what many of my
21 So, if we do not dilute minority voting strength, then 21 colleagues have already said, there was great concern and
22 we can allow for political empowerment here. But minority 22 interest that | heard from many of the speskers coming up.
23 voting strength can be sometimes diluted in very subtle 23 One said report back before we take action so that they can
24 ways. And if we have adistrict with avery high minority 24 haveinput. Government in many of the minds, | know of my
25 population and we draw the lines as we must because there 25 congtituents and of the people here in South Florida, is
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1 are some digtricts that have 50 or 60,000 more residents 1 not necessarily something that cannot be trusted or

2 than they are permitted and some that have 20,000 less than 2 something that you can't trust all the way through the

3 they need, if we redraw those districts and pack more and 3 process. So | would urge very strongly, if we can, since

4 more minoritiesin, then those minority residentsin other 4 we don't know what the criteriais going to be, once the

5 districts do not have an opportunity for political 5 Town Hall meetings come to a completion, we don't know that

6 empowerment. So let's hope that we do not in these types 6 we are going to pass a bill through committee or even start

7 of subtle ways dilute the minority strength and that 7 discussing a hill, that we really look very hard in

8 everybody has an opportunity to speak in their government. 8 alowing these individuals to be able to look at maps, not

9 Thank you. 9 on-line, but in person. And hopefully be ableto have a
10 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, Representative Ryan. 10 dialogue with the members of the committee since we
11 Representative Holloway. 11 couldn't ask questions of the individuals and we couldn't
12 REPRESENTATIVE HOLLOWAY': Thank you, Mr. Chair. | 12 answer questionsiif they had questions, knowing what the
13 really want to put a resounding thank you to all of our 13 criteriawas tonight. | think that's something for usto
14 congtituents who took the time today in getting prepared to 14 be mindful of.
15 come out and to express themsalves to show just what our 15 I can't help but reflect back on the comments of my
16 interests really are and that we need your consideration 16 Chairman in the Senate, Senator Webster, who said, We want
17 and we need you to come back and show us the new districts. 17 to make sure that this processis open, more open than it
18 That is areminder to the council that's meeting here to 18 wasin 1992, that it becomes more open thistime. Dueto
19 take some time to come back with us and our residents will 19 the fact of the information superhighway and many other
20 be here to hear just what we decided to do. So, thank you, 20 points of information dissemination that we can use that we
21 residents and congtituents, for coming out. And thank you, 21 didn't have 10 years ago, that has been available for many
22 committee, for coming down and sharing with us. 22 of these blue-color workers that came before us tonight,
23 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, Representative. Senator 23 they don't have a computer. And the only way they will be
24 Meek. 24 able to get to acomputer isin apublic library that has
25 SENATOR MEEK: Thank you, Mr. Chair. And | just want 25 it.
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1 But let's get these requirements and lay the rules and 1 need to return to Miami-Dade County because I'm sure that
2 make sure that the rules apply to everyone. And once 2 you don't want this auditorium full of people coming up to
3 again, Mr. Chairman, | look forward and aso, | would 3 Tédllahassee to the committee meeting. So come back to Dade
4 appreciate at the conclusion of the comments for those that 4 County and let uslook at the maps. Let us examine them.
5 weren't able to come tonight if you would give the address 5 And I'm sure that you will do us proud.

6 and time that you'll be at FIU tomorrow if they want to 6 | am so proud tonight, | cannot even begin to express

7 shareissues and concerns. But | want to thank the members 7 my pridein my community, the way that you came out here

8 who did come tonight and we appreciate you being here. 8 tonight. Give yoursdlf agreat big hand.

9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, Senator. Representative 9 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, Representetive. Isthere
10 Bendross-Mindingall. 10 further discussion, members? The meeting is adjourned.
11 REPRESENTATIVE BENDROSS-MINDINGALL: Thank you, 11 (Meeting concluded.)

12 Mr. Chair, and good evening to everyone. | want to thank 12
13 the residents of District 109 in particular, and Miami-Dade 13
14 County in whole for coming out tonight. | want you to know 14
15 that you have played a very important role in avery 15
16 important process, redistricting. 16
17 This gives us an opportunity to hear directly input 17
18 from the citizenry of Florida. As policymakers we get to 18
19 hear from different congtituency groups on how they can 19
20 best be represented. This evening we've heard alot about 20
21 compactness, continuity, contiguity, and communities of 21
22 interest. | believethat al of these principles should be 22
23 simply themes of redrawing of district lines. 23
24 Communities of interest should play a specia rolein 24
25 our considerations. | must digress for a moment to say 25
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1 that I'm amember of five generations of individuals who 1 CERTIFICATE

2 have I.|ved |r1 Horida, a.nd in pamcula.', District 109. . 2 STATE OF FLORIDA:

3 So, this carries agreat important rolein my heart and in 3

4 my life. We want you to know that we are going to do our COUNTY OF LEON:

5 very ba,for you. 'Y ou were dloguent in your ¢ I, MONA L. WHIDDON, Court Reporter, certify that |

6 presentations. We are here to serve you, we are here to 5 was authorized to and did stenographically report the

7 represent you. We want you to know that we fed that the foregoing proceedings and that the transcript is atrue and

8 newly drawn lines should also represent you. We heq’d you s compl gi%igsmy stenodg;pc?flc nates. 2001

9 loudly, we are here to serve. We work for you. Continue 8
10 to let us know what you need of us and we will be there to 9
11 make sure that it happens. Thank you again for coming out 10 S ONA L WHIDDON
12 and may God blessyou all. Court Reporter
13 CHAIRMAN BYRD: Thank you, Representative. Other 1 Division of Administrative Hearings
14 members? Representative Wilson. . 1 %ﬁgﬁgﬁ;ﬁ&i@g’gg_mm
15 REPRESENTATIVE WILSON: Thank you so much, Mr. Chair. (850) 488-9675 Suncom 278-9675
16 | just want to thank the principal of Miami Central Senior 13 Fax Filing (850) 921-8453
17 High School and the administrative staff. | am sure that u www.doah statefl.us
18 they did not expect this overflowing crowd. | am so proud 15
19 this evening, so very proud of al of you for coming out in 16
20 record numbers. In fact, one of the registrants asked me, g
21 What did you al do, send out personal invitations to 19
22 everyone in Dade County? 20
23 Thank you so much for coming. We listened, we heard %

24 you. The recurring theme was, Please return. If you don't 23
25 return anyplace else, just with this overflowing crowd, you gg
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